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Mahat hi r - gr eat
MAHATHI R A GREAT PCLI Tl CAL HERO, SAYS AUSSI E EXPERT

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad is one of Asia's greatest |eaders and the creator of nodern
Mal aysi a, according to an Australian author and expert on Asian affairs,

M chael Backman

Witing in the Australian Financial Reviewtoday, Blackman says Dr
Mahat hir's "crowning glory is the fact that in the face of the nost serious
econom ¢ col | apse that Ml aysi a has endured, the country has not been
racked by riots as has | ndonesia".

Bl ackman, the author of "Asian Eclipse: Exposing the Dark Side of
Busi ness in Asia" which will be released by publishers Jacaranda Wley in
March, says the key to Dr Mahathir's success has been the New Econom c
Policy (NEP)

"Al'l too easily NEP has been dismissed in Australia as "racist' and
therefore has been rejected,"” he said.

"Race-based it certainly is, but given the choice between sone targeted
econom ¢ curtailnment, and having their business | ooted and burned and their
daughters raped as has been the experience in Indonesia, it is not
difficult to see which option nost Ml aysi an Chi nese prefer."

Backman, whose hi ghl y-accl ai mred book "Overseas Chi nese Busi ness
Networks in Asia" was recommended by Fortune nagazi ne as a superior
alternative to John Naisbitt's "Megatrends Asia", says Ml aysia has handl ed
its donmestic race relations better than nmany European countries do even in
good tines.

Referring to former deputy prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m
Backman says that 16 years as being in the cut and thrust of Umo politics,
"Anwar has suddenly offered hinmself up as the poster child for refornasi.

"The West, from (US Vice-President) Al Gore, has uncritically |atched
on to Anwar in this newfound role and projected himas a force for good,

agai nst what for themis the obvious force for evil in the formof Dr
Mahathir. If only things were so black and white.

"Dr Mahathir is as prickly as Anwar is charnmng -- and charmcan buy a
ot of goodwill in the Wst, especially if one is fromthe “nysterious
East' .

"But surely it is nore prudent to judge those by what they do rather
than by what they say. Anwar has accused Dr Mahathir of cronyism but it
m ght well be a case of those who live in glass houses."”

Backman says Anwar's | egitinmacy m ght be questioned on other grounds as
wel | .

"Whereas Dr Mahathir has al ways sought to appeal to Mal ays on the basis
of Malay identity, Anwar has sought to appeal to themthrough Islam

"In his early days Anwar forged close links to Islamc nmovenents in
I ndonesi a, Paki stan and Bangl adesh. And in the early 1980s, he even
travelled to Iran to neet with that country's newy installed | eader,
Ayat ol | ah Khonei ni .

"Now there may not be anything intrinsically wong with any of this
ot her than that 40 per cent or so of Malaysia's population is not even
nomi nal Iy Muslim

"But can a | eopard change its spots? Anwar's choi ce of the nosques of
Kual a Lunpur as the venues to launch his refornmasi canpaign just before he
was det ai ned suggest ot herw se."

Backman says Anwar's actions were akin to the Tories (the Conservative



Party) in Britain launching their canpaign for the constituencies of
Northern Ireland fromSt Paul's Cathedral in London.

"Dr Mahathir is by no means perfect. The efficacy of his governnent's
privatisation and nmega project policies are highly questionable,” Backman
wites.

"Nonet hel ess, Ml aysi a has devel oped into a nodern, racially harnoni ous
and generally non-sectarian country under his stewardship.

"He m ght be aggressive and | ack Anwar's PR skills, but Ml aysians are
free to vote against himat the next general election if they so choose.

"QObvi ously, being autocratic need not nmake one an autocrat. Sinmlarly,
bei ng charm ng does not nmake one a denocrat." -- BERNAMA
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