20 JUN 1999
Umo- Debat e (Rel i gi on)
MAHATHI R A TRUE FI GHTER OF | SLAM SAYS DELEGATE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is a
genui ne fighter and champi on of |Islamwho has done nore for the race and
religion than any PAS | eaders, the Umo general assenbly was told today.

Federal Territory del egate Miin Abdul Manaf said the Prime M nister,
however, was not one who liked to show off his Islamc qualities.

Dr Mahathir did not have to begin his speeches with |ong prayers in
Arabi ¢ because he was al ways praying for the good of the religion, race and
country, he said when debating the notion on religion on the final day of
t he four-day assenbly.

"Dr Mahathir needs no skull cap or beard to show he is a true Miuslim
| eader because the sparkle fromhis appearance alone is enough reflection
of his sincerity in struggling for the race, religion and country," he
sai d.

He said while Dr Mahathir sent troops to Bosnia, "PAS | eaders decl ared
a jihad (holy war) agai nst Umo".

Describing PAS as a spoiler and irritant, he said its | eaders were only
good at using governnent facilities |ike nosques to criticise the
gover nnent and Umo.

He said PAS al so nade use of governnent institutions of higher |earning
to poison the mnds of students and | ecturers.

"That is PAS, a party using the religion for its own satisfaction and
desire," he said.

Conpared to Umo, PAS had done virtually nothing for Muslins in terms
of the devel oprnent of the econony, education and religion, he said.

He al so urged the civil court authorities to create a dress code for
Musl i m accused so that their dressing would not lead to a negative
perception of Islam

Miuin said this was because nany of those charged with crimnal offences
Ii ke rape and nurder appeared in court with skull caps, headgears and robes
whi ch were usually worn by religious people.

Perlis del egate Arof Saad suggested that Umo hold nore tal ks
t hroughout the country to counter the snear canpai gn nmounted by PAS agai nst
Dr Mahat hir and ot her Umo | eaders.

Anong the lies was that Dr Mahathir fell sick and could not perform
religious rituals when he went for the haj in Mecca early this year, he
sai d.

"This lie, posted on the Internet while Dr Mahathir was still in the
holy | and, was then spread by PAS at its ceramah in Perlis," he said.

He said Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim who is state
Umo chi ef, had dism ssed such talk on his return fromMecca, while Perlis
Umo al so held talks to counter the |lie spread by PAS.

"PAS | eaders should ermul ate Dr Mahat hir who al ways urges the people to
do good, instead of influencing people to be di sobedient, spread |ies and
hurt other people's feelings," he said.
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