18 NOV 1999

MAHATHI R ACCEPTS AH LEK' S DECI SION TO QUI T

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek's decision to retire
fromactive politics would have to be accept ed.

"If that is his decision, we will honour his wi shes. W do not want to
force people,” he told editors from Chinese and Tam | newspapers at his
of fi ce here today.

Lim 56, who is MCA deputy president, announced yesterday that he would
not be defending his Bentong parlianmentary seat in the Nov 29 general
el ection.

He said he had witten to the prime mnister of his intentiontoretire
after 25 years in politics "to spend nore tine with my famly".

Dr Mahathir said Limhad gi ven good service to the governnent.

Li m had been a Pahang state executive councillor for 15 years and
m nister for 10 years.

"If he feels it is time for himto retire, we have to accept that,"
said the prinme mnister.
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