27 APR 1999

MAHATHI R CONGRATULATES MANDELA

KUALA LUVPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will continue to explore
ways of expanding into other areas of cooperation with South Africa that
woul d benefit the people of both countries in the next mllennium said
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The cl ose ties between Ml aysia and South Africa and the friendship
bet ween the peopl e of both countries have been nutually advant ageous
particularly in the trade and econom c areas, he said.

"Mal aysi a val ues her relationship with the Republic of South Africa. |
amconfident that in the com ng years South Africa will continue to prosper
and progress which would benefit all South Africans,"” he said in a
congratul atory nessage to President Nel son Mandel a on the occasi on of South
Africa's national day today.

In a sinmilar nessage to his South African counterpart A fred Nzo,
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar expressed hope that the
excellent bilaterial ties enjoyed by both countries would be further
strengthened in the com ng years.
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