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MAHATHI R ASKED TO REPRESENT DEVELOPI NG NATI ONS AT G 7 SUWM T

LANGKAW , July 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was asked by a Kyrgyz Republic official to nake a speech on behal f
of devel oping countries at the G oup of Seven (G 7) Summit at the end of
this year.

Kyrgyz Republic Speaker of Parlianment Usup Mukanbayev raised the matter
during a neeting with Dr Mahathir on the sidelines of the fourth Langkaw
I nternational Dialogue (LID here today.

However, it could not be inmediately confirned.

Usup said Dr Mahathir's hard work and tireless efforts to defend
devel opi ng nations agai nst rogue currency specul ators have earned himthe
title of the "Voice of Asia" fromdevel opi ng nations.

"Your Excellency's activities on the international arena to protect the
econom es of devel oping countries give us the right to designate you as the
Voi ce of Asia," he told a session of the LID.

He sai d devel opi ng nations were pleased that Dr Mahathir's voi ce had
attracted world attention and this even pronpted | eaders of G 7 nations to
arrive at a decision to study the problemof uncontrolled currency
specul ation and its inpact on the Asian financial crisis.

The G 7 consists of Britain, Canada, France, Germany, ltaly, Japan and
the United States. If Russia is included, then the grouping is collectively
known as G 8.

Usup said Dr Mahathir's speeches at various international fora had
demanded "cardi nal changes" to regul ati ons which all owed speculators to
make huge anounts of noney by destroying econonies in the devel opi ng worl d.

He al so praised Malaysia for inplenenting the right nmeasures to
rejuvenate its econonmy and put it on the path to recovery within a short
tinme.

"We admire your fortitude in restoring the econony wthout any
significant financial aid fromoutside," Usup said.

He al so updated Dr Mahathir on Mal aysia's proposal to build a pal moi
refinery in Kyrgyzstan.

"We are ready to make to you all conditions for the realisation of this
project,” said Usup. -- BERNAMA
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