17 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Chi nese
MAHATHI R ASKS CHI NESE TO RETURN BN WTH 2/3 MAJORI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 17 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday asked the Chinese community to return the governing
Bari san Nasional (BN) coalition and ensure it retain two-thirds nmajority in
the com ng general election so that it can carry on with neasures crucial
to econom c recovery.

This called for their strong support for BN candi dates, including those
fielded by the MCA, said Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman and Umo
presi dent.

He noted that a snmall segnent of the Chinese community was generally
inclined to support the opposition for so-called political bal ance.

"This inclination may cause an +over bal ance+ resulting in the BN being
denied two-thirds majority in parliament,” Dr Mahathir said when opening
the 46th MCA general assenbly at Wsnma MCA here.

A BN gover nnment weakened by a reduced mpjority would not be able to
carry out neasures crucial to national econom c recovery, he said.

"The governnent needs to be strong to protect the econony," he said.

The prime minister said it was i ncunbent on MCAto see to it that the
party enjoyed solid support fromthe Chinese in the com ng general
el ecti on.

On his part he pledged Umo's full support for MCA and other BN
candi dat es.

"And | believe MCA will also do |ikew se," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was fully convinced of MCA's deternination and
comm t nent towards ensuring BN s success by according the coalition
undi vi ded cooperation and | oyalty.

"Much still needs to be done to devel op our Ml aysia. Toward this end
only the Barisan Nasional can acconplish the task," he said.

The prime minister said the BN s success formul a since | ndependence
hi nged on the spirit of nmutual cooperation and hel p upheld by its conponent
parties.

"The monmen we deci de on a candi date, we close ranks and | end support
regardl ess of which conponent party the candi date cones from" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the BN formula had proved to be hugely successful that
it had pronpted others to try to copy it.

He said he learnt that the opposition had already forned an alliance
but such a seasonal pact only emerged on the eve of general elections.

"VWhile they claimthey will cone up with a manifesto for the future, we
know that it is only a delusion for the electorate. They'll agree to
anything to win the general election," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that after the polls, "whether they win or |ose
they' Il ignore their manifesto."

Such was the case in the 1995 general election when PAS "forgot" about
its promse to (the nowdefunct) Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 about slotting
t he Kel antan Deputy Menteri Besar post to a S46 | eader, he said.

The prime mnister said PAS had no qual ns about abandoning its cause to
set up an Islamc state just to secure DAP' s support in the conming genera
el ection.

"WIll PAS totally drop its pursuit for an "lIslamc state" should the
party wi n?" he asked

As for the DAP, he said the party was trying to revive the "Ml aysian
Mal aysi a" concept whi ch PAS endor sed.



"WIIl the DAP be sincere enough to retain special treatnment for
Bum putera?” the prinme mnister asked again

Dr Mahathir also criticised Keadilan (the National Justice Party) and
Parti Rakyat Malaysia (PRM for willing to support anything to win votes.

"Can such an alliance formthe governnment?" he asked to a thunderous
appl ause fromnore than 2,000 MCA del egates and observers.

Later, when speaking to reporters, Dr Mahathir said the BN was
confident of securing Chinese votes in the com ng polls.

"W are very confident, perhaps nore confident than before," he said
when asked how confident was the BN in securing the Chinese votes.

Dr Mahathir said he based his confidence on the Chi nese being convi nced
of the soundness and success of government neasures to revive the econony.

"Chi nese are very pragnmatic people. They understand. They are not noved
too nuch by enptions, unlike Malay voters who are very enotional," he said.

Asked how i nportant was the Chinese votes to the BN, Dr Mahathir said
t hey have al ways been inportant to the BN

Reporters al so asked the prine nminister to el aborate on his observation
of the tendency of some Chinese to support and vote for the opposition for
"political balance".

Dr Mahathir said the BN found that sone anpong the Chinese electorate
reasoned that the opposition was worth supporting although at the sane tine
they would want the BN to rule.

"While wanting to strike a bal ance between the strength of the
governnent and the opposition they may cause an overbal ance, that is
tilting nore towards the opposition," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this trend was characteristic of urban Chinese
el ectorate who voted for opposition representatives.

"This puts them (the Chinese) at a di sadvantage when they are being
represented by the opposition,” he said.

"I"'madvising themthat if they think that the BN can give good
service, they should support the BN and have no need to try to strike a
bal ance between the opposition and the BN, " he said.

On Mal ay support for the BN, Dr Mahathir said there was a mnority of
them who were influenced by opposition instigations and lies.

"But we'll handle this situation by way of explanation,” he said.

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi al so attended
the assemnbl y openi ng.
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