10 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Sover ei gnty
MAHATHI R ASKS YOUTHS TO DEFEND COUNTRY' S SOVEREI GNTY

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday asked youths to hel p defend the country's sovereignty and
har nony.

He al so wanted themto understand all governnent policies and help in
efforts for the country's economy to recover as soon as possible.

Dr Mahathir told this to | eaders of youth organi sations at a neeting
hel d to exchange views on current national issues.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin, who was present at
the neeting, told reporters that Dr Mahathir explained to them past and
ongoi ng governnent efforts on national econom c recovery.

The two-hour meeting was organi sed by the Youth and Sports Mnistry at
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here

More than 100 | eaders from 20 organi sations, including Ml aysian Youth
Counci | (MYC), Mal aysi an Muslim Youth Movenent (Abin), university student
associ ations and the 4B Youth Myvenent attended the cl osed-door neeting.

Muhyi ddi n said Dr Mahathir also enlightened themon political issues in
the country, including the governnent's stand on Hudud | aws.

The Prime Mnister told themto protect the country's system of
denocracy and not to be influenced by the culture of certain countries.

Dr Mahat hir wanted the youths to play their role in ensuring that
governnent actions could be inplenmented to protect the country's interests,
he sai d.

Muhyi ddi n said the youth | eaders were satisfied with Dr Mahathir's
expl anati ons.

"This is the first time they got clarification fromDr Mbhathir
personally on current econonmi c and political issues,” said Mihyiddin

Muhyi ddi n said Dr Mahathir woul d | aunch the Youth Day cel ebration on
Sat ur day.
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