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MAHATHI R BEG NS RUSSI AN VISI T

By: Azman U ang

KHABAROVSK (Russia), Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Malaysian Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhamad arrived here tonight to begin a three-day visit to
this Far Eastern territory of Russia.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhaned
Ali, flewin aboard a Ml aysi an governnent Canadair Special Edition jet at
10pm |l ocal tinme (three hours ahead of Ml aysian tinme) fromthe Whan
province in China where the aircraft nmade a technical stop-over after a
flight fromKual a Lunpur

Anot her Mal aysi an governnent Fal con 900 jet |anded m nutes earlier
carrying menbers of the Prime Mnister's entourage who included Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu
Bakar Must apha.

On hand to greet the Prine M nister were Khabarovsk Regi on Head of
Admi nistration Victor Ishaev, senior local officials and Ml aysi an
Anbassador to Russia Datuk Yahya Baba.

Al so present were about 30 senior executives of Rinbunan Hijau Sdn Bhd,
the Mal aysi a tinber conpany which has a | oggi ng concession in this region
Il ed by its managi ng director Tan Sri Tiong H ew Ki ng.

Shortly on arrival, the Prime Mnister inspected a mlitary guard of
honour and was introduced to local dignitaries by Ishaev. Dr Mahathir, in
turn. introduced to I shaev nenbers of his del egation.

Tormorrow norning, Dr Mahathir will hold a bilateral neeting with
| shaev, before departing for Konsonol sk-na- Amur, 400 kil onetres from here,
where he will visit an aircraft production plant.

The pl ant produces both military and comrercial aircraft, including MG
fighter jets, of which the Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) has a fleet.

He will fly back to Khabarovsk in the afternoon where he will visit the
of fice of Rinmbunan H jau, the only Ml aysian i nvestor in Russia.

This will be followed by a press conference by the Prime Mnister for
Mal aysi an journalists here, covering his visit.

I shaev will host a dinner for Dr Mahathir and his del egati on.

The Prime Mnister will visit other places of interest during his stay
and before | eaving on Wednesday for Beijing, will hold a joint press
conference with | shaev.

Besi des air and sea |inks, Khabarovsk is connected to other parts of
Russia by the Trans-Si berian railway, the world s |ongest.

Spanni ng 10, 000 kil ometres, the railway journey fromhere to Moscow
t akes seven days.

Dr Mahathir will be in China two days and his visit coincides with the
25t h anniversary of the establishnent of diplonatic relations between China
and Mal aysi a.

From China, Dr Mahathir will continue his tour to Russia by going to
Buryatia, the autononous republic in the South-Central region of Siberia
al ong the eastern shore of |ake Baikal, the world' s deepest | ake at over
one kilometre, and which is two thirds the size of Peninsul ar Ml aysia.
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