15 JAN 1999
Mahat hi r - boy
MAHATHI R BRI NGS RAYA JOY TO " ROBOCOP" BOY

ALOR SETAR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is on a one-day working visit to Kedah today, had an
unschedul ed function on his itinerary to bring Hari Raya cheers to a boy
ridden with a chronic neck ail nent.

Acconpani ed by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, the prinme
m ni ster al so presented Mohd Ady Fakhri Mhd Zahir, 8, with a hanper and
RMB00 pocket noney at the boy's home in Lorong Air Puteh here.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid was al so present.

"I'mso thrilled and proud... at first | thought it would be inpossible
to meet him" he told reporters, visibily beanming with joy and relishing
the precious nonents with Dr Mahathir.

"I''m so happy because not only Dr Mahathir turned up but also his wfe
and the Menteri Besar," he said.

The prime mnister spent 30 nminutes with Mohd Ady Fakhri, a standard
two pupil of Sekol ah Kebangsaan Seberang Perak here, and the boy's parents.

The boy's nother Siti Hajjar Shei kh Ahmad, 26, said her son was
supposed to to be admitted to hospital earlier today because of pus
devel oping on the affected part of the neck.

" W'll take himto the Alor Setar hospital inmediately after the
meeting with Dr Mahathir," she said.

Siti Hajar said she was stunned in disbelief upon receiving a tel ephone
call fromthe Prime Mnister's Ofice that Dr Mahathir would call at their
home while visiting Kedah today.

"I"'mso thankful that he obliged to fulfil nmy son's wishes. This is the
sweet est and nmenorabl e Hari Raya for our fanmily," she said, obviously
touched by the prinme mnister's gesture.

Her son suffers froma neck di sease that requires himto use a speci al
vest with a brace-like instrument called "Lerman MRl Hal 0" to hold his
rotting neck.

The contraption earned himthe nick nane "Robo Cop" fromclassmates and
friends.

Mohd Ady Fakhri, the son of a former air force commando and now a petty
trader, woul d undergo surgery the Tengku Anpuan Rahi nah Hospital in Kel ang
on Jan 25.

The surgery is estimated to cost his parents RMLO, 000.

- - BERNAMA

MZM RN



	MAHATHIR BRINGS RAYA JOY TO "ROBOCOP" BOY (Bernama 15/01/1999)

