15 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sanusi
MAHATHI R DENI ES THAT SANUSI HAS RESI GNED

KUALA LUVPUR, March 15 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today denied that Tan Sri Sanusi Junid has resigned as
Kedah Menteri Besar and expressed regret that the Internet had been used to
spread the lie.

"I like to deny...l don't know. Many specul ations,” he said when asked
to comment on Sanusi's statenent yesterday denying runours on the Internet
t hat he was resi gning.

Dr Mahathir said he only got to know about the matter fromthe
newspapers today and he al so denied that there were noves to change the
| eadership i n Kedah and Perlis.

Asked whet her the runmpburs arose fromthe appoi ntnent of forner Kedah
nmenteri besar Tan Sri Osnman Aroff as his personal representative in Kubang
Pasu | ast nmonth, he said Gsnman was appoi nted because of his experience.

"Previously | had no personal respresentative there. |'mbusy and need
an experienced person. Osnan has been there as the Umo division deputy
chi ef since |ong ago but he becane nenteri besar...now he is | onger one and
that's why | appointed him" he said.

Dr Mahathir said this at a news conference after a del egati on neeting
bet ween Mal aysia and Poland at the Prime Mnister's Departnment, here. The
Pol i sh del egation was | ed by its President, Al eksander Kwasni ewski .

Dr Mahat hir al so quashed the assunption that Osman was | eani ng towards
the opposition since relinquishing the nenteri besar's post to Sanusi .

"He's an Umo die-hard. Even if boiled three tines, he'll still say
he's Umo, " he said.

The prime minister also expressed regret that in this country the
Internet was used nore for spreading |lies and causing trouble.

"Previously | thought that the Internet would bring many benefits. But
now it has beconme a favourite channel for (spreading) lies...previously it
was poi son-pen letters,"” he added.

He said others used the Internet to increase their know edge but
Mal aysi ans used it to destroy thenselves and their country.
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