03 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - departure
MAHATHI R DEPARTS DHAKA AFTER SUCCESSFUL D-8 SUWMM T

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

DHAKA, March 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft here today for honme after successful deliberations at the
second sunmit of the group of eight Islamc devel oping countries (D-8).

He left aboard a special aircraft at 10.25 amlocal tinme.

He and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah were seen off at the Zia
I nternational Airport by Bangl adeshi Prime M nister Shei kh Hasi na.

Dr Mahathir earlier inspected a guard of honour nmounted by over 200
of ficers and nmen of the Bangl adeshi's arny, navy and air force.

Al so present at the airport were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar and Mal aysi an Hi gh Conm ssi oner to Bangl adesh Datuk Zul kifli Ab
Rahman.

Dr Mahat hir has expressed satisfaction with the sunmt, saying the
group woul d have to follow through on projects identified so as to nake
t hem wor kabl e and bring benefits to nenber countries.

Mal aysia's major contribution to the D-8 adopted in the Dhaka
Declaration was its pronotion of Islamic insurance and rei nsurance anong
menber countri es.

Besi des Dr Mahathir and Hasi na, other |eaders who attended the neeting
were Pakistani Prime M nister Nawar Sharif and Turki sh President Sul eynan
Demir el

Dr Mahathir also had bilateral neetings with Hasina as well as Iranian
First Vice-President Dr Hassan Habi bi on the sidelines of the summt which
took place at the Sheraton Hotel here.

The third summit will be held in Cairo in 2001.
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