30 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Departure
MAHATHI R DEPARTS FOR LONDON AFTER 4-DAY US VISIT

By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 30 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for London Wednesday after a four-day working visit to the
United States.

Wil e here he addressed the 54th United Nati ons General Assenbly
Wednesday, and earlier met Ml aysians residing in and around New York, gave
tal ks at the Asia Society corporate dinner, the Council on Foreign
Rel ati ons I uncheon and the i naugural mneeting of the Ml aysi a- US Busi ness
Counci | .

He al so had separate discussions with | eaders of the US tourism
i ndustry and a del egation fromthe Ameri can Musli m Counci |

Dr Mahathir ended his visit with a tour of the tel econmuni cati on R&D
facility, Lucent Technol ogies in New Jersey.

Lucent Technol ogi es has operations in Malaysia' s Miltimedia Super
Corridor (MSC), the 760 sq kmarea south of Kuala Lunpur designated as a
hub for the devel opnent of nultinmedia products and servi ces.

Dr Mahathir expressed gratitude to Lucent Technol ogies for sending its
teachi ng personnel to Malaysia's Miultinedia University in Cyberjaya, one
the world's pioneer intelligent cities in the MSC

He said he was convinced that the cooperation between Ml aysi a and
Lucent Technol ogi es woul d benefit both parties in the advancenent of
t echnol ogy and educati on.

The prime minister will spend three days in London before |eaving for
Zi mbabwe to take part in the 3rd South Africa International D al ogue to be
hel d at Lake Victoria.

He is scheduled to | eave for hone on Oct 6.

Meanwhi | e in SI NGAPORE, Lucent Technol ogi es said that during the visit
Dr Mahathir saw denonstrations on the |atest technol ogical research for
t el ecommuni cations including a "canera on a chip" and fingerprint
aut henti cati on.

Lucent Technol ogi es executive vice-president and chi ef operating
of ficer Ben Verwaayen said in a statenent:"W are deeply honoured to have
the Prime Mnister visit our |aboratories. W have been working cl osely
with the MSC and key tel ecomoperators in Ml aysia to provide | eadi ng edge
technol ogy to their grow ng tel ecommuni cati ons markets.

He said the conpany was comritted to being part of the success of the
MSC and of the tel ecommunications sector as a whole and was "delighted to
wel conme Dr Mahathir to Lucent's innovation engine".

The visit was proposed to Dr Mahathir during this year's neeting of the
MSC I nternational Advisory Panel of which Lucent Technol ogies is a nenber
Lucent Technol ogi es, which has an office in Singapore, said in the

statement that it could help the MSC utilise state-of-the-art voice and
data network technol ogy which could serve as a nodel for the whole country.
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