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Mahat hi r - Ent r apnent
MAHATHI R DI SPLEASED OVER DI STORTED VI EWs OF MALAYSI A I N MOVI E

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday expressed his displ easure over the distorted view of
Mal aysia in the novie, "The Entrapnment”, which was filnmed partly in Kual a
Lunpur .

He said the distorted view of the Petronas Twi n Towers woul d nake novie
audi ences in the rich countries conclude that Ml aysia was one of the
devel opi ng countri es which wasted public funds, perhaps even foreign aid,
on usel ess grandi ose nonunents.

"And they of course would not want to conme and see the tallest
buil dings in the world.

"I really cannot understand why we need to distort and harm when we can
be charitable without any additional cost to ourselves," he said in his
opening remark at the Integrated Strategi c Communi cation Bull seye (| SCB)
Worl dwi de Partners' 1999 Annual Wirld neeting, here.

Saying that the urge to distort and misinformseened irresistible to
sonme people, he added that Mal aysia was horrified to find that the Kual a
Lunpur twin towers, the tallest buildings in the world, were pictured as
rising fromthe sluns of Ml aka, sonme 150km away.

The twin towers did not rise fromthe slunms as depicted in the
internationally accl ai med novie starring Sean Connery of the Janmes Bond
fame and Cat herine Zeta Jones.

Dr Mahathir said the twin towers rose in the mddle of a nodern city
and were surrounded by 20 hectacres of gardens where the peopl e enjoyed
their eveni ngs and weekends, people who were well-fed, well-clothed and
probably wel |l -heel ed as wel | .

Mentioning the case to drive hone his point that such was the treatnment
Mal aysia was getting fromthe Western nedia, he said the 50-odd
participants of the nmeeting thensel ves certainly knew that the depiction in
the novie was far frombeing true.

However, Dr Mahat hir acknow edged that Mal aysi a had been goi ng t hrough
a period of economic instability acconpani ed by a degree of political
turnoil resulting fromthe renoval of former deputy prine mnister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimfromhis office.

He al so acknowl edged that there were street denonstrations that turned
ugly, but, he said, they were only confined to Kuala Lunpur and after a
week, the nunber of people joining themand the frequency di m ni shed.

Dr Mahathir said the participants of the neeting could see for
t hensel ves that Kual a Lunmpur was now its usual bustling self, the shopping
conpl exes were full of people, the construction work was al nost back to
pre-econonic turnmoil days and everyone was busy contributing to the
country's weal th.

"This is the true picture. But as you yourselves know, this is not the
i mpressi on you got when you read the nedia reports or the TV reports before
you cane here," he said.

He said it was the duty of everyone to be truthful about the goods and
services they sold and even politicians nust ensure that or they too would
face the wath of the courts and the voters.

On advertising, he believed people in the advertising busi ness were
careful about what they help to pronote as they did not want to mslead the
consuners, who, he said, were literate and educated and coul d not be taken
for a ride



The prime mnister said advertising was absol utely necessary for the
rapid growth of an econonmy and they nmust serve not just the client but also
the consuners by ensuring that nothing was cl ai ned that was not reasonably
accurat e.

Dr Mahathir said he was glad to note that sonme partners of the | CSB
were nost hel pful in assisting it to undertake its "Ml aysia: Bullish on
Bounci ng Back" international canpaign last year to try to halt the sliding
confidence in Malaysia's ability to recover econom cally.

He comrended the participants for letting their wi sdomprevail and for
com ng here to experience for thensel ves what Mal aysia was all about in
spite of their initial skepticism anxiety and even fear, after hearing and
readi ng about Mal aysia fromthe so called "free-press” coverage of
Mal aysi a.

The five-day nmeeting ending Friday is being attended by nenbers of the
Board of Directors of Wirldw de Partners World Meeting representing the
| argest network of independent and owner-nmanaged adverti sing agencies from
all over the world.
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