08 APR 1999
Mahat hi r-recoveri ng
MAHATHI R UP AND ABOUT, FAST RECOVERI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 8 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who was admitted to the National Heart Institute (IJN)
|l ast Friday for a chest infection, is up and about and fast recovering.

In fact he woul d be back at the office already if not for his doctors
who want himto have a conplete rest and recover fully before allow ng him
toreturn to his often punishing work schedul e.

The Prime Mnister's Ofice all owed Bernana and Radi o Tel evi syen
Mal aysia (RTM journalists and caneranmen to visit Dr Mahathir at his ward
at the 1IN this evening.

The Prime Mnister and his wife, Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, several of their children and granchil dren were spendi ng sone
time | ooking through get-well nessages and cards.

Dr Mahathir then consented to RTMrecording his "thank you" nessage to
al | well-wi shers.

He t hanked all Mal aysi ans who had prayed for his speedy recovery and
who had sent flowers, cards, nessages, e-nail and nade phone calls to
enqui re about his health.

"Al harmdul il lah (Thank God), |'mgetting better ... my appetite has
i mproved. There is no need for anyone to worry."

Dr Mahathir said he was getting very good treatnment fromthe | oca
doctors, nurses and other staff.

The Prime Mnister said he would like to return to work but his doctors
wanted himto rest for a while nore.

"I''"ll be back at work soon," said the 73-year old prem er who
apparently has been keeping up with devel opnments both at honme and abr oad
despite being warded. There was a stack of today's newspapers in his
ante-roomat the hospital

The Prime Mnister was al so touched by the get-well nessage received
via Internet fromAzhar Mansor, the Ml aysian sailor who is attenpting to
ci rcumavi gate the world non-stop on an East-Wst-East route.

"I hope he succeeds," said Dr Mahathir who is patron of the Jal ur
Gem | ang chal | enge.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi visited Dr
Mahat hir today but doctors are still not allowing the Prime Mnister to
have ordinary visitors.

Meanwhi | e, anong those who have sent get-well-soon nessages to Dr
Mahat hir are Prine M nisters Goh Chok Tong (Singapore), Nawaz Shari f
(Paki stan) and Vi ncent Siew (Tai wan).

Dr Mahat hir seened pl eased when he was shown by Dr Siti Hasnah a
get-well card fromthe Ml aysi an Bar Council.

The Prime Mnister was warded at the | JN two days after his return from
perform ng the haj in Mecca on March 31.

According to doctors, it is quite common for Malaysian pilgrins to
contract lung infection because of the heat and dry climatic conditions in
Saudi Arabi a.

"It is comon for a returning pilgrimto suffer this condition for a
week or two," said a doctor who declined to be naned. -- Bernana
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