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Mahat hi r - El ecti on
MAHATHI R ELUDES ANSWERI NG ABOUT ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that the econonmic recovery will indeed have an effect on the
out comre of the coming general election but he remains el usive whet her the
tinme is right to call for an el ection.

"This has an effect on the election, I'msure,” he told a news
conference after delivering a keynote address at the Internationa
Synposi um on Currency Controls and Asian Monetary Cooperation at the N kko
Hot el here.

Aug 6 next year is the |latest date for the government to call for a
general election but many quarters believed it woul d be held nuch earlier
perhap as early as this nonth.

However, the prine minister said, the rural people were not really
concerned about the economic recovery as "fortunately for us, the downturn
has not affected the people in the villages because they produce their own
food. They are not affected by inport."

Dr Mahathir said oil palmsnall holders had benefited fromthe economc
turmoil .

Thi s was because the Ml aysi an currency has been deval ued and they were
selling in US dollars and earning nore ringgit.

"So they were quite happy, they wish the turnmoil would go on. Now that
it has stopped, naybe they will not vote for the governnment,"” he said in
jest.

Asked about the call by Ammesty International that Ml aysia review sone
of its laws which it said had conproni sed the basic rights of Ml aysi ans,
the prime mnister questioned the sincerity of the human rights group

Anmong ot her things, he asked why the group had not stated its stand on
the currency traders who had i npoverished nillions of people, thrown them
out of jobs and caused themto riot, kill and | oot.

"Their right to work has been taken away fromthem and not a word from
Ammesty I nternati onal

"What has Amesty International to say about the continuous bonbi ng of
Iraq, where innocent people are being killed, don't those people have the
right tolive," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the West disliked Iraqi | eader (Saddam Hussein),

t hey shoul d take action agai nst hi mand not deny the people and children
their rights to food and nedi ci ne.

"Amesty International has nothing to say about that but they can see
Mal aysi a, because froma nmillion nmles away they can see things. W have a
Mal ay sayi ng that sone people can see a npbsquito on the other side of the
river but cannot see an el ephant in front of them" he said.

London- based Amesty International issued a statenent yesterday calling
on Mal aysia to review sonme of its |aws and accusi ng the governnment of
conpromi si ng the basic rights of Ml aysians.

It said the Ml aysi an government had step by step, underm ned
constitutional protection, weakened key institutions, and put in place an
array of restrictive laws that stifled public debate and di ssent.
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