16 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Labuan
MAHATHI R GETS ROUSI NG WELCOVE | N LABUAN

LABUAN, Sept 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived to a rousing wel cone here for a one-day visit to this
duty-free Federal Territory island and off-shore financial centre.

Dr Mahathir was net on arrival by Labuan Menber of Parliament Dat uk
Abdol Ml ok Awang Damit who |l ed a |l arge retinue of comunity | eaders, heads
of departrment and | ocal dignitarioes to welcone the prine mnister.

Wth a 60,000 popul ati on now, Labuan becane a federal territory in 1984
and was declared an off-shore financial centre six years later to attract
forei gn banks to set up operations here.

Soon after arrival, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president and
chai rman of the government Barisan Nasional, held a cl osed-door neeting
with Umo | eaders.

At a follow ng |uncheon with Umo and BN | eaders as well senior
governnent officers and | eaders of non-governnental organisations, Dr
Mahat hir al so | aunched a vi deo conpact disc on Labuan's tourismand a book
"Layang- Layang: A Drop in the OCcean" by Nicolas Pilcher, Steve CGakley and
Prof CGhazaly Isnail.

In the afternoon Dr Mahathir is scheduled to nmeet BN | eaders and | ater
with hoteliers and those involved in the hospitality industry here.

The president of the Labuan Chi nese chanber of commerce Tan Sri Wng
Chik Limis also scheduled to call on the prinme ninister |ater today.

Tonight, the prine mnister is schedul ed to address thousands of Labuan
residents at a neet-the-people rally at Labuan Square.

Dr Mahathir departs for Kota Kinabalu tonorrow to continue with his
two-day visit to Sabah.
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