28 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r- W ves
MAHATHI R PRAI SES ROLE OF BN LEADERS W VES

JOHOR BAHARU, Aug 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
stressed the inportance of wives of Barisan Nasional (BN) |eaders
mai ntai ning close ties anong thensel ves so that they can exchange views on
vari ous issues.

Such views could be used as a guide to help their husbands di scharge
their duties, the Prime Mnister said when closing the Prem er Cup
badm nt on chanpi onshi p here

"Behi nd the success of every man is a worman," he said, citing his wife
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali as an exanpl e.

Siti Hasmah, the Bakti president, took part in the four-day tournanent
i nvol ving wi ves of Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters, Mnisters and Deputy
M ni sters.

Dr Mahathir said the badm nton tournament was one of the avenues for
the wives of |leaders to interact for their nutual interests and those of
the country.

Dr Mahathir said if |eaders at the state and federal |evels could neet
to enhance their rapport, their wives could also do so through vari ous
neans.

The Prime Mnister said he was happy to see the wives of former |eaders
joining the tournanent as this was a heal thy devel opnent.

"My hope is that such unity can be preserved," he said.

The Sabah team won the tournanent.
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