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Mahat hir-Ti es
MAHATHI R PROPOSES MORE OUTWARD LOOKI NG SINO-M SI A Tl ES

By: Ali Mamat

BEI JING Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday proposed that the cl ose Sino-Mlaysia ties, which had been
el evated to that of "partnership", be nmore outward-1ooking so as to involve
the regi on which continues to be better integrated year by year.

He said that just as Malaysia and China took the bold step 25 years ago
(by establishing diplomatic relations) to change the situation between
Chi na and Sout heast Asia, the partnership should now enbark on a new
era-setting endeavour for the region.

"The financial and economic crisis that struck our region during the
| ast two years of the century has warned us clearly that there are nmajor
chal | enges that China and Ml aysi a, and other regional countries, have to
nmeet in the 21st century," he said.

Dr Mahathir was delivering a key-note address "Ml aysi a and Chi na
Rel ati ons: Chal | enges and Opportunities in the 21st Century" at the Third
Mal aysi a- Chi na Forum here.

He enphasized that in the wake of financial turnmoil and econonic crisis
that hit the region, there was now a need for both Mal aysia and China to
work together as well with the nei ghbours to ensure solid econom c recovery
for East Asia.

He recalled that since the establishnent of diplomatic relations
between the two countries in 1974, a |lot had changed for China and Ml aysi a
and the regi on of East Asia.

"Since then, China's relations with Mal aysia and Asean have been vastly
different conpared to the pre-1974 era. The bold step taken by our two
countries paved the way for new directions for China-Southeast Asia ties
for the last quarter of this century,"” he said.

On Mal aysia-China bilateral relations, Dr Mahathir said the many
i nportant trade and i nvestnent agreenents between them had hel ped prope
the econonic |inkages of the two countries forward.

"W did not allow our different political and social systemto obstruct
our relationship, but instead we focused on what could bring us closer,” he
sai d.

I ndeed, he said, a sure sign of closer relations between the two
countries was that of peopl e-to-peopl e exchanges.

Before this decade, very few Chinese visited Ml aysi a.

However, by 1996, the figure totalled 135,743 and this grewto 158, 679
the fol |l ow ng year

"Li kewi se, froma few thousand at the begi nning of this decade, the
nunber of visa applications by Malaysians to visit China increased to
205,000 in 1996 and 239,000 in 1997," he said.

In a lighter tone, the prinme nminister jested that he felt very nuch at
home when in China because "unlike going to other part of the world,

i ncluding to nearby Indonesia or Thailand, | did not have to adjust ny
wat ch. "

Despite the |l ong di stance between the two countries, China and Ml aysi a
bot h have the sane tine zone.
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