20 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - PM
MAHATHI R RESHUFFLES CABI NET, THEN OFF TO BATAM

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, May 20 (Bername) -- As the prinme mnister's aides were
busy getting ready for a trip to Indonesia' s Batam sl and, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad hel d a news conference today amd a flurry of activities
to confirmspecul ati ons of a m nor Cabinet reshuffle involving two senior
m ni sters.

Wearing his favourite grey bush jacket, the gutsy Dr Mahathir, |ooking
rel axed, entered the conference roomat the Prime Mnister's Ofice at
8.45amt o announce the changes in the Cabinet line-up to |ocal and foreign
journalists.

The journalists (linmted to one per organisation) who had gat hered
outside the Prime Mnister's Ofice as early as 7am nade their way into
the conference roomat 8am five minutes before Dr Mahathir arrived at his
office to clock in for work.

The news conference whi ch was schedul ed at 8. 30am was del ayed for about
15 minutes. It was not quite normal for the prinme ninister to hold a news
conference this early in the day.

As Dr Mahathir took his seat, a reporter went to himto place his tape
recorder on the table and wi shed the prinme mnister "Good Mrning" to which
he replied the sane.

"O K, Ready," said Dr Mahathir before he started the news conference
by readi ng a two-page statenent.

The two senior mnisters dropped in the reshuffle were Information
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahmat and Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister
Dat uk Seri Sabbaruddi n Chi k.

During the news conference, Dr Mahathir was asked about the reason for
t he Cabi net reshuffle, the Ml aysi an econony, the inpending genera
el ection and his nmeeting with I ndonesian President B.J.Habibie on Batam
I sl and near Singapore.

He al so took a swipe at the opposition parties when a reporter asked
himif the opposition would specul ate on the Cabi net reshuffle.

"The opposition, even if you don't do anything, they will make
specul ations. (They make specul ati ons) on my death that day. Wen
perforned the haj, they say | did not performthe rituals the proper way.
They are all specul ations,” he said.

The prime mnister, ever too obliging to field questions from
reporters, appeared surprised when not many questions were asked this tine.

"That's all? No nore questions? Thank you very nuch. You have been very
ki nd," he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir appeared at the news conference clutching a book. Wen a
reporter asked hi mabout the book, he replied: "There is nothing in this
book", and | aughed.

The news conference ended 10 minutes |ater.

Before it started, the prine mnister's press secterary, Zakaria Whab
as usual briefed the nedia about the "do's and don'ts."

"You can ask the PM about anything during the next 30 mnutes. After
that, the PMwi |l |eave for Batam | sl and," Zakaria sai d.

Dr Mahathir is in Batam an Indonesian island in the Ri au archi pel ago,
to hold tal ks with Habi bie, a neeting proposed by Jakarta.
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