14 FEB 1999

MAHATHI R SHOULD CONTI NUE TO LEAD MALAYSI A, SAYS SYED HAM D

LONDON, Feb 14 (Bernanmm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar net Mal aysi an students for a di al ogue here where he explained to them
why Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad shoul d continue to lead the country into
the next millennium

Answering a question froma student at Ml aysia Hall yesterday, Syed
Ham d who is al so an Umo Suprene Council member, said the question of Dr
Mahat hir steppi ng down and then becom ng a senior nmnister |like Lee Kuan
Yew of Singapore could not happen in Ml aysia.

"As far as we are concerned, we still want Dr Mahathir to | ead Umo as
well as leading the country into the 21st century.

"W now no | onger | ook at Dr Mahathir stepping down. We need him
because of his experience, his ability and he has been nanagi ng the country
well," he said.

Syed Hanmi d described Dr Mahathir as "full of ideas."

"Hs ideas are not sinply theoretical but practical that can be
i mpl emrented to take the country out of the present difficulties," he said.

On the econony, Syed Hami d said al though conditions remained difficult,
Mal aysi a was al ready projected to chalk 1 per cent growth this year.

"Wt are taking all the neasures to help all the Ml aysi an conpani es
whose busi ness are having a direct inpact on the wellbeing of the country,"”
he added.
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