16 MAR 1999

MAHATHI R THANKS WELL- W SHERS FOR BN S VI CTORY | N SABAH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday t hanked Mal aysi ans and others who fl ooded himwi th
congratul atory messages and good w shes follow ng the Barisan Nasional's
victory in |last Saturday's Sabah state el ection.

"The prime mnister is deeply touched and wi shes to thank all those who
sent hi mcongratul atory nmessages and who expressed support for his
| eadership,” the Prime Mnister's Ofice said in a statenent.

Dr Mahat hir apol ogi sed for not being able to reply to each and every
one of the nessages received, the statenment said.

Notwi t hstanding this, the prine mnister wished to record his profound
appreciation for the people's support of himand the governnent, the
st at emrent sai d.

The BN won 31 of the 48 State Legislative Assenbly seats while the main
opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah, secured 17.

None of the other four contesting parties -- Bersekutu, Setia, Pasok
and PAS -- or independent candi dates won any seat in the state el ection
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