06 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Ti nor
MAHATHI R WANTS UN TO SET UP EAST TI MOR PEACE- KEEPI NG FORCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia wants the United Nations (UN)
to set up a proper peace-keeping force for bel eaguered East Ti nor
imediately in place of the Australia-led Interfet (the international force
for East Tinor).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today Mal aysi a was
prepared to send a large mlitary contingent there to serve with the
proposed UN peace- keepi ng mi ssi on.

"Ml aysi a can send a | arge nunber of troops there w thout any problem
At the nonent it is not really a peace-keeping force, it is a tenporary
nmeasure initiated by Australia mainly, but the UN has sanctioned it," he
sai d.

Speaking at an airport Press conference in Subang near here on
returning froma two-week working visit to New York, London and Zi nmbabwe,

Dr Mahathir said Interfet was forned because the UN deci si on- naki ng process
on the peace-keeping force was very sl ow.

"They don't even know where they are going to get the nobney to finance
t he peace-keeping force," Dr Mahathir said.

Interfet seeks to maintain order after pro-lndonesia mlitias went on a
mur der spree and ransacked the province foll owi ng an overwhel ning vote for
i ndependence from I ndonesia by East Tinorese in | ast Aug 30 referendum

Presently Ml aysia has a 30-nmenber conplenent in Interfet led by a
bri gadi er - gener al

An earlier batch of about 60 Malaysian nmilitary observers and civilian
police was depl oyed to Unanmet, the UN assi stance m ssion to East Tinor
prior to the Aug 30 referendum

The prime minister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali was
anong those present at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport to receive him

Dr Mahathir was in Victoria Falls, Zinbabwe for the 3rd Southern Africa
International D al ogue and had earlier addressed the 54th UN Genera
Assenbly in New York.

The prime minister said the governnent would have to initially bear the
cost of sending troops for peace keeping in East Tinor until the UN pays.

"W are not sharing the cost with the UN. | would like to informyou
that when we send troops abroad, we continue to pay themtheir pay, in
addition of course they get the UN pay," he said.

Sendi ng troops to serve in UN peace-keeping forces did not nean that
Mal aysi a was savi ng noney, he said.

"But if the UN doesn't pay, then of course the cost to us is very high.
At the nonment since they have deval ued our currency, nowit is 3.8 ringgit
to a dollar, before it was 2.5," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the cost to Malaysia in ringgit termwas very high,
because the sol diers serving abroad woul d al so have to be paid expatriation
al  owance, anong ot her perks.

"So the UN shoul d bear the cost of this thing because in a way this
(problemin East Tinor) happened because the UN allows this thing...sone
agencies of the UN actually forced Indonesia to hold the referendumat the
ti me when I ndonesia was not in a position actually to canpaign, to get the
Ti rorese to support integration," he said.

Stating that a referendumwas al nost |ike an election, Dr Mahathir
Mnister said it was not fair to have an el ection where only one party was
al | oned t o canpai gn.



"W would Iike to do this, where the opposition cannot canpai gn, the
governnent can canpai gn but would you thing that is fair, but this is what
happens in Tinor Tinur (East Tinor).

"One side persuaded the Tinorese that you becone independent... they
wWill receive aid, they will be protected, they will be defended and
naturally, the Tinorese, although they have been wi th Indonesia for 35
years, they decided that they should becone i ndependent,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if a period of canpaigning was allowed to Indonesia to
explain to the Tinorese why they should be integrated with the republic,
the result was yet to be ascertai ned.

"This is nmy opinion, it is not an |Indonesian opinion, it's just nmy view
that in everything we have to be just, we have to be fair to people, we
have to be fair to countries,” he added.
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