27/ 08/ 1999
Mahat hir wants farnmers to go "hig-scal e

Adel i ne Ong
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday urged farners to
go into large-scale farming in order to bring thensel ves out of poverty,
and at the sane tinme | ower the country's food bill
Speaking to a crowd of about 4,000 people at the National Farners' Day
and Asi a Agricul tural Exposition and Convention in Kuala Lunpur, Dr
Mahathir said that it is time to study about agriculture in the big way.
"If we have | arge-scale farmng, the smaller farnmers can gain fromthe
bigger farners in termof sharing of facilties and experti se.
"Although it is difficult for a small farnmer to gain expertise to estate
farmng, if we have courses and degrees i n the nmanagenent of estates,
farners can then learn fromthere," he said.
Dr Mahat hir added that courses and degrees in | ocal universities should
focus not only on cash crops such as rubber and pal moil, but al so on food
production and est ate nanagenent.
By offering such course, he said, the universities will help produce
manpower skilled in managi ng pl antati ons who woul d | ater be involved in
commerci al i sed food production
"I believe if this is done, even small-tinme farnmers can end up being
sharehol ders in estates
"The agriculture sector does not neccesarily nean poor farners. There
are i nstances where farners have becone rich ... although nore often t han
not, those are |arge-scale farners," Dr Mahathir said.
He added that |arge-scale farm ng shoul d focus on the food industry
si nce Mal aysi a spends a substantial amount of noney every year for the
i nportation of food products.
Mal aysia's current food bill stands at RMLO billi on.
Dr Mahathir said although Malaysiais traditionally an agricul tural-
based country, it has realised that agriculture alone can not sustain the
nunber of jobs required due to the popul ati on i ncrease
"Therefore, we have started to focus on manuf acturing. However, we do
not put aside the inportant role of agriculture andits contributionto
the country," he added
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