18 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Umo (Forei gn)
MAHATHI R WARNS M SI ANS OF ATTEMPTS BY FOREI GNERS TO WEAKEN UMNO

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today rem nded Mal aysi ans of attenpts by foreign powers to
weaken and destroy Umo, the Barisan Nasional (BN) and the governnent by
supporting and hel pi ng the opposition pact.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said the foreign powers were very
happy at the eagerness of the opposition parties and their affiliates to
weaken Umo, the ruling BN coalition and the governnent.

He said this in his speech thenmed "National Dignity Umo's
Responsi bi lity" when opening Umo's 53rd general assenbly at the Putra
World Trade Center here.

Al t hough the foreign powers were least interested in Islam this did
not stop themfrom praising and supporting PAS, which was said to be an
| slam c party, he said.

Dr Mahathir said: "Maybe, they too know that actually PAS is not as
Islamic as it clains.”

Dr Mahathir said the foreigners treated Umo as the stunbling bl ock
because they were aware of Umo's strength which fornmed the backbone of the
governnent and Mal aysia's firmess.

He said only Umo's destruction would fulfill their desire.

"They are aware w thout a form dable Umo, Barisan Nasional will not be
stabl e and strong. Therefore, they will support whatever actions by anyone,
and they will continue to work al one to weaken or destroy Umo," he said.

Wt hout nentioning nanes, Dr Mahathir said their plan to install their
puppet as Umo | eader and prine mnister failed and that they could no
| onger control the country through their puppet.

Dr Mahathir said foreign critics clained that he blanmed foreigners with
all sorts of things to divert donestic problens that he was facing.

He asked: "But are ny accusations baseless. Is it not true that the
foreign nmedia are deliberately tarnishing our imge?"

Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia carried no good report on the
country and nade no nention of Malaysia' s finer points of being a peaceful
and stable multi-racial country and devel oping rapidly conpared to other
devel opi ng countri es.

He said that not once were the successes of Mal aysia' s New Econonic
Policy and in privatising corporations recogni sed, |et alone be given
positive coments.

Al so not given due recognition by the foreign nmedia were the fact that
the attacks on the country's currency and stock narket did not permanently
damage t he econony and that the governnent managed to bring about economc
recovery through its own ways, he said.

“In turn, they tried to curb our econom c recovery, |owering our
ratings so that we cannot obtain credit. They also tried to threaten our
political stability by deliberately encouragi ng denonstrators to riot to
toppl e t he governnent through violence," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the foreigners branded hima dictator only because he
refused to bowto them

"The real dictator is supported by themif he subscribes to their
wi shes or buy arnms fromthem" he said.

He said the accusati ons he had thrown against foreigners were not to
cover up internal problens, "but because they actually threaten and worsen
our econony and the country's inage."



The prime minister said he did not have to divert the people's
attention to the activities of foreigners due to domestic problens.

"Sonetinmes it crosses the mind that the foreigners and their nedia's
hat red towards Ml aysia stens from Mal aysi a being a country coincidentally
ruled by a party conprising Miuslins,” he said.

He said what was fuelling their hatred was that Umo, being a credible,
di sciplined and wel | -organi sed Muslimparty, was able to adm ni ster and
devel op the country.

"Many anong them are of the opinion that Mislins cannot possibly
succeed, nore so when their skin colour is brown. Cbviously they cannot
adm nister a country until it can progress rapidly and nodernise,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that to avoid recol oni sati on by foreign powers,

Mal aysi ans nust realise that their independence and freedom coul d be | ost
within a short peri od.

"When i ndependence is lost, it is not easily restored," he said.

Mal aysi ans shoul d recognise this reality if they valued their
i ndependence and wish to maintain their ability to determ ne their destiny.

He said al t hough direct colonisation by any nation on another country
was unacceptable today, it did not nean that the desire to col oni se has
vani shed fromthe culture of the colonialist, particularly ethnic
Eur opeans.
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