05 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Anwar
MAHATHI R SAYS HE' S PERPLEXED BY ANWAR S LONG STAY | N HOSPI TAL

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

VI CTORI A FALLS (Zi mbabwe), Oct 5 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said he is perplexed that Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhas
to spend a rather long spell in hospital for medical treatnent.

"He stayed too long in hospital. |I don't know what he does...is he sick
at the hospital ?* Dr Mahathir said when approached by journalists on his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ‘s statenent | ast Sunday that
clinical tests conducted in Ml aysia and overseas showed that Anwar did not
suf fer fromarsenic poi soning.

(I'n KUALA LUWPUR today, a nedical report by Hospital Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysia (HUKM read out in the H gh Court said that Anwar, the
jailed former deputy prinme mnister currently on trial for sodony, did not
suffer fromacute or chronic arsenic poisoning.)

Dr Mahathir is in Zinbabwe for the third Southern Africa International
Di al ogue (SAID '99) and had delivered a key-note address on Mal aysi a's
experience i n managi ng econom ¢ recovery whil e saf eguardi ng soci o-econom ¢
responsibilities at a dinner in conjunction with the event.

The prinme mnister told Malaysian journalists covering SAID '99 that
Anwar seened to have received several visitors while in hospital

"Had he been ill as | was that day, obviously there would be no
vistors," the prime mnister said referring to the time he underwent
treatnent at the National Heart Institute in Kuala Lunpur for bronchitis
upon returning fromperformng the Haj early this year.

"One who receives visitors is perhaps not that ill after all and can
attend court,"” the prine mnister added.

Anwar, who is currently serving a six-year jail termfor corrupt
practice, was adnitted to the HUKMin Cheras |ast Sept 10 for nedical
exam nation on court's order after his |awers claimed in the sodony trial
that Anwar suffered arsenic poi soning based on tests on his urine sanples
done secretly in an Australian | aboratory.

Anwar was di scharged from HUKM yest er day.

- - BERNAMA

MAM MAl RYN



	MAHATHIR SAYS HE'S PERPLEXED BY ANWAR'S LONG STAY IN HOSPITAL (Bernama 05/10/1999)

