19 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Umo (Anwar)
MAHATHI R SUSPECTS ANWAR WANTS TO DO AWAY W TH DPM PCST

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad reveal ed today his suspicion that his former deputy, Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim had wanted to do away with the deputy prime mnister
post after assum ng the top post.

"He (Anwar) did not want to build a house for the deputy prine m nister
(at Putraj aya) because he is not going to be the deputy prime mnister.

"When he becomes prinme minister, | suspect he doesn't want a deputy,”
Dr Mahathir said when asked if Anwar, then the finance mnister, had
approved allocation to build an official residence for the deputy prine
mnister in Putrajaya, the country's new federal adm nistrative centre

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a news conference at the end of the third
day of the Umo general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said since Anwar did not want
t he DPM post after he becanme the prine minister, he (Anwar) felt there
woul d be no need for such a house in Putrajaya

"He doesn't expect to live in the deputy prine mnister's house for
very long. So, there is no point in building a house for hinself," he said.

Earlier, during the news conference, Dr Mahathir said that the
allocation to build the prine mnister's official residence in Putrajaya
was approved by Anwar "because he (Anwar) was hoping to live init."

Anwar was sacked as DPM and finance minister on Sept 2 | ast year and
expelled fromUmo the foll owi ng day because the prime mnister said he was
moral ly unfit to hold the posts.

"It is for him That is why he was very happy to approve. Nobody can
spend noney (governnent funds) w thout the consent of the Mnister of
Fi nance,” Dr Mahat hir sai d.

The prime minister said the governnent had proposed to build an "I stana
H nggap" for the Agong in Putrajaya but it was shot down by Anwar.

"He (Anwar) said not necessary although that woul d have been built by a
swap arrangenment by privatisation.

Anwar, said Dr Mahathir, felt that the Agong did not require such a
pal ace in Putrajaya

When asked if an official residence would now be built for Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi in Putrajaya, Dr Mahathir said it
had to be built "because there nmust be a deputy prime mnister."

Dr Mahathir said the DPM nust have a house in Putrajaya

The prime mnister said Anwar was not being very nodest for not wanting
to build an official residence for the DPMin Putrajaya.

Dr Mahathir also once again denied that the prinme mnister's officia
resi dence in Putrajaya bel onged to him

He said that if the house belonged to him why was it that it had six
r oons.

"Who was the one who prescribed six roons while | only have two
children still staying with me. The rest are not staying with me," he said.
He felt that the official residence was built for a person with six
children "who hoped he woul d becone prinme mnister", clearly referring to

Anwar who has six children

On the cost of the official residence, Dr Mahathir said that the actua
cost of the construction of the house was around RML7 nilli on.

O her costs involved the construction of facilities |ike guest room and
banquet hall for foreign guests |like the one in Sri Perdana (his official



resi dence at present), he said.
On the construction of Putrajaya, the prine mnister said that al

rel ated arrangenments were nade by the finance m nister and not him

"He (the finance mnister) was the one who made al |l ocati ons and he was
t he one who determ ned the contractors,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir however admitted that he was involved in suggesting the
design of the prime mnister's office in Putrajaya, especially regardi ng
the dorme.

"But the others were arranged by the finance mnister,"” he said.
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