13 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Paki st an
MAHATHI R REGRETS COUP | N PAKI STAN

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has expressed regret over the military coup in Pakistan yesterday.

He said the mlitary should be a professional body foll ow ng the orders
of the government of the day which was el ected by the people.

"To nme, that incident is very regrettable,” he told reporters after
meeting a del egation of the Malaysian British Business Council led by its
co-chairnmen Mrzan Mahathir and Sir Patrick Gllam who is Standard
Chartered chai rman, here today.

Reports from | sl amabad quoted the man behi nd the bl oodl ess coup, arny
chi ef Gen Pervez Musharraf, as saying he seized power to save the country
fromruin and woul d announce his policies soon.

Musharraf did not give details on the mlitary's plans for Pakistan and
did not say what he would do with Prime M nister Nawaz Sharif, the man he
ej ected from power.

Dr Mahathir said if the mlitary was inclined towards politics it would
be quite difficult for a country to progress with a snooth adninistration

What ever faults Sharif mght have, "he was still elected by the
peopl e", he said.

"Everyone mnmust respect | eaders who are el ected by the people.

"If there are people who disagree with Nawaz Sharif, they should wait
until the election is held," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that during an election they could use all the
facilities of a denpbcracy to elect a good | eader

"But taking over power by force is sonething inappropriate,” he said.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a woul d recogni se the Paki stani adm nistration
following the coup, Dr Mahathir said: "W have to wait until we find out
the actual position of this governnment in ternms of its acceptance by the
peopl e of Paki stan.”

Asked on the position of Ml aysian H gh Commi ssion staff in |Islanabad,
Dr Mahathir said there had been no reports to indicate the security
situation in Pakistan was worrying.

"So they will stay put there,” he said.

He al so said the issue mght be raised at the Commonweal t h Heads of
Governnent Meeting (CHOGV) in Durban, South Africa, early next nonth.

"Normal |y, CHOGM wi | | deci de whet her they recogni se (the governnent) or
not, and we will be guided by the CHOGM deci sion," he sai d.

In KUALA LUMPUR, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said
there is no plan yet to repatriate Mal aysi ans in Pakistan foll ow ng the
mlitary coup as the security situation there is reported to be under
control

He said there has been no report of any threat to Ml aysi ans there.

"I have been inforned that there has not been any report involving
Mal aysi ans and | understand the situation there is calm" he said after
| aunching the "Dejavu Seorang Perenmpuan" theatre performance here today.

Syed Hanid said the governnment too has not received any request from
Mal aysi ans who wi shed to be fl own hone.

"W will keep in touch with our Hi gh Conmi ssion in Pakistan for the
| at est devel opnents," he said.

He said the coup woul d not affect bilateral relations between Ml aysia
and Paki st an.

"It is their internal matter and | believe Pakistan will be able to



come out of the situation that they are in," said Syed Ham d.
- - BERNAMA
ES NM THG



	MAHATHIR REGRETS COUP IN PAKISTAN (Bernama 13/10/1999)

