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LANGKAW, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- Celebrity and record-setting mari ner Datuk
Azhar Mansor was nmade honorary Captain of the Royal Ml aysian Navy (RWN)
tonight for his sea-faring achi evenent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad presented Azhar the rank
at a dinner in conjunction with the 1999 Langkawi International Maritinme
and Aerospace (Lima '99) exhibition here.

Dr Mahat hir opened the show earlier today.

Azhar was awarded the rank in a special commi ssion by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah who is Suprene Commander
of the Defence Forces.

Azhar, 41, is the first person to circumavi gate the gl obe solo using a
new East-West-East route and this was certified by the London-based Wrld
Speed Sailing Record Council (WSSRC) recently.

Last May 18, on the occasion of his highness' birthday, the Raja of
Perlis bestowed Azhar with a Datukship in recognition of his feat.

The Perlis-born sailor set sailed fromLangkawi on Feb 2 and returned
here on Aug 11 after sailing 25,000 nautical mles over 190 days.

The mai n mast of his ocean-racer broke into three when he sailed into a
hail stormin the notorious Southern Ccean forcing himto take shelter in
t he Fal kl ands for 30 days.

Azhar continued his journey on May 26 after receiving a new mast which
was flown by the Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVMAF) in a special mission on
May 13.
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