16 NOV 1999

Mahat hir-I ntervi ew

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- TV3 will air a special interviewwth
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad at 9 pmtoday. Dr Mahathir
was interviewed by TV3 Managi ng Editor of News and Current Affairs Chanil
Wari ya.

Following is the transcript of the interview

Q Can Barisan Nasional (BN) retain its two-thirds mgjority (in the
com ng general election)?

A: | think we can. In fact in 1995, we secured a |l andslide victory in
that we al nbst won four-fifths of the seats contested. Therefore a
two-thirds najority is not difficult for us to achieve.

Q Wat is the basis for this optimsm Datuk Seri?

A: W have conducted a survey and we truly understand all the
constituencies that we will be contesting in. W have divided the
constituencies into black areas (where we will not win), white areas (where
we will win) and grey areas (where our chances are 50-50). Qut of the
total, it is clear that white areas nake up nore than half, and grey areas,
whi ch are not so grey, give us the confidence that we can win nore than 128
seat s.

Q Datuk Seri, you have repeatedly nmentioned that a two-thirds mgjority
is crucial. Who is it crucial for, for BN, for you or for the future of
peopl e and the country?

A. W see nmany devel opi ng countries which do not have a solid and
strong government. They just have a sinmple nmajority, if there are sone
peopl e or even one person who crosses over to the opposition party, then
the governnment will collapse. As such, the governnment does not want to nake
a nove which is unpopul ar although it is inportant. In fact if we have a
big two-thirds nmajority we do not have to fear any defection or of nmenbers
crossing over. As such, we are prepared to follow this Iine of action,
which at first did not seemto be a good nove, but after all this while, it
has turned out to be favourable for the country. That is why a two-thirds
majority is inportant, not to amend the constitution but to forma strong
governnent which can carry out its duties and formnul ate policies and
approaches which are good for the country.

Q Datuk Seri, I will like to reflect back on the 1995 elections. If
you recall, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who was then the | eader of Semangat
46, was said to have eroded Umo's strength. This tinme around, they say it
is Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahims turn to rock the party. Is this assunption
true?

Ao There is no doubt that Datuk Seri Anwar has influence but in
1990 not only did Tengku Razal ei gh | eave Umo but took al ong with hi m many
Umo stalwarts. So did the PBS which decided to join the opposition party
and this made our position very critical. This tine around, it does not



seem|like Keadilan will succeed in eroding Umo's resilience.

Q Do you see the Anwar factor determ ning the success or failure of
t he Bari san Nasi onal ?

A W are not concerned if he will erode support for UWNO Qur concern
is that he has the ability to trigger an econom c crisis and cause
di sturbances in the country. That has been his trademark since 1974. Wen
he is down and restricted, he will create unrest, In 1994, he lied to say
that a boy had di ed because of hunger and called on students to
denonstrate. When he was arrested once again, he urged his followers to
denmonstrate, destroy Umo and government property. After the situation
cal med down, he cl ained he was poi soned and once again there were riots.
am confi dent when he finds out that Keadilan has failed, and it wll
possibly fail 100 per cent, to save hinself he will try to spoil the
el ections by instigating riots. | amconfident he will get help from other
countri es.

Q Since the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar over a year ago, it can be
seen that government servants are now expressing their political stand.
Sone are openly agai nst the BN governnent. Frankly, how deep is this
probl em ?

A: W don't deny that there are governnent officers, admnistrative
personnel who synpathise with Datuk Seri Anwar. But their nunber has
dwi ndl ed conpared to initially when many believed that he (Anwar) was
victinsed. Today, it is clear that no victim sation was conmitted and
Anwar's conspiracy theory was al so found to be basel ess.

We nust renmenber that sone governnment servants were nenbers of Abim
(the Mal aysi an |slamc Youth Movenent) or the I RC (Islam ¢ Revol utionary
Council) when they were students and were trained since their university
days to go agai nst the governnent. They are working with the governnent
now, some hol di ng hi gh posts, and they continue being anti-establishnent.
Previ ously, there were no such people working with the government but now
there are and they try to instigate their subordinates.

So, the inpression is that there is a sizeable nunber of
anti-governnment personnel but the truth is a big majority of themis not
active and they do not even support the opposition. They will make a
t horough assessnent of the parties and |I' mconvinced that they will support
t he BN.

Q The few who are agai nst the government, do they have any effect on
Umo and BN ?

A. The effects are mininmal but surely we do not want government
servants to actively support the opposition as this could affect their
daily jobs. Wile they can have political stand, we want governnent
servants to carry out their duties as stipulated by the governnment. For
whom t hey want to vote, it is their right.

But if they m suse office hours to canpaign |ike teachers who purposely
whi p up hatred agai nst the governnent, that will jeopardise the
admi ni stration.

Q Although their nunber is small, if left unchecked it could be a
problem just like cancer. So, what can be done to bring the governnent
servants concerned back on the right track so that they adhere to the basic
principles of governnent service, that is supporting the governnent of the



day ?

A W nust start fromthe beginning. While the governnent does not nake
it a habit to disturb students, the opposition not only disturbs but
instigates themand they are willing to do so even in kindergartens. At
ki ndergartens, the small kids are taught to hate certain people, the
governnent. They give pictures of governnent |eaders for the kids to
tranpl e on.

It is the same in schools and universities, while we want to | eave
uni versity students alone, they (the opposition) go there and divert the
students fromtheir studies and instigate themfor their political ends.
So, it seens that the opposition has capitalised on our stance not to
disturb the students. So, inevitably, we, too, will also have to correct
the attitude of students even at the pre-schoolers so that they grow up
wi t hout harbouring any hatred towards certain individuals or party.

This is the sane case with us Miuslins who are taught since we're snal
that pigs are dirty. Wien we grow up, we strongly hold to this, we can't
touch (pigs). Simlarly, if children are taught fromsnmall, they will grow
up ingrained with this attitude. This is the opposition's |ong-term plan
and we rmust counter this at the kindergarten, school and university |evels.

Q There are also the elenents of personality cult anbng certain
peopl e. So, what shoul d be done so that they can be back on the right
track. What is your view?

A:. There are hardcore peopl e whose thinking cannot be changed, these
people are extreme with their | eaders and whatever we say they will not
accept until their |eaders say so. For instance, when their |eaders say God
indulges in profanities, they accept it because their | eaders say it. Wen
we show that in the Quran, God forbids us fromslanderi ng because
sl andering i s nore dangerous than rmurder. Unfortunately their staunch
supporters will say it did not come fromour Tok Guru (referring to
Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat) and we will not believe
although it's stated in the Quran, until our Tok Guru says so.

These are hardcore people. But there are sane people around them who we
can bring themto the right track

Q In a year or nore, you have been given various titles and | guess
one of themis that you are anti-ulama. And | was nmade to understand that a
tape recordi ng of your speech said to be the proof to that is being
circulated widely by Pas. Is it true that you are anti-ulanma or religious
clerics. Wiat is your real stand?

Dr M | amaware of that tape. The tape is an extract froma speech at
a cl osed-door function of the National Religious Council. In that speech, |
expl ai ned who are the real ulama. And | also said that we cannot accept
anyone as ul ama especially when we say ul ana are the prophet's heir. W
lift ulama's status so high, we can't just give ulama title to anyone.
That's what | explained. | can accept ulama but | cannot accept everyone
who cl ai med they are ul ana.

| see that a | ot of people who clained that they are ul ama who actually
have other interests beside religion, political interest for instance, and
because of this political interest they are willing to nake religi ous
interpretations which are against the Islam c teachings. How can | accept
people like that. | explained that ulama are people like I mam Syafie, | mam
Ghazal i, Hanafi, Hanbali and others. These are ulama and in our country we
have people who are really know edgeable in religious matters and they



don't have any other interest, only to give actual interpretations about
| sl ami ¢ teachi ngs and they are ul ama.

But now, we can see anyone claimng to be ulanma. This is what |
explained to the neeting and it's a cl osed-door neeting and any recordi ng
cannot be given to anyone. It was cl ear soneone stole the recorded tape,
this is a crime which is forbidden by Islam as we know there is a very
harsh sentence for people who steal. But worse than that is that after
stealing the tape, they deleted a ot of words, lots of sentences and they
slotted in with their conments.

And with that what | said had changed. | didn't say | amanti-ul ama or
| cannot accept ul ama, but they purposely erased certain words in the
recording so that when others listento it they will be angry. Wy Dr
Mahathir is anti-ulam, actually |I never (do so), | just interpret, | nade
sure who are actually ul ama

Q That neans you differentiate between genuine religious teachers and
religious people who use religion for political interests. Wat is the
danger of this group to our country?

A: The danger is that we will be getting Islamc teachings which are
not the true teachings of Islam according to the Al-Quran, the hadis and
genui ne religious books. Again for exanple, we know God never uses obscene
| anguage, it is clear words used by Shahnon Ahnad (author of the
controversial book "Shit") were never used (by God). The Quran is good, the
religi ous books are good, the hadis are good. But when peopl e have a
political interest and they want to defend a nenber of his party, they are
willing to say God uses obscenities.

Yes, | admt God cursed Abu Lahab and others, but he cursed in other
ways. That is why | feel that our belief will be threatened until we truly
foll ow the teachi ngs of |slam

Q Religious teachers who are |ike wolves in sheep's clothings have a
big influence on society at grassroots |level. Wat can the government do to
handl e the question of religious teachers who use religion for their
political interest?

A W have to get ulama w thout personal interests but are sincere in
interpreting Islam teach what is truly contained in Islamc teachings and
they shoul d make a stand that generally not all ulanma are correct and
shoul d renenber that in the history of Islamthere were many ul ama who had
deviated. That is why in Islamthere are many school s i ncludi ng the
Ahl i | sunnah Wal j amaah, Shiite and others. There is al so another religion
which | do not have to nmention here because there are followers of an
I slam ¢ ul ama but he professes other teachings according to his persona
interest and his intentions to beconme a prophet. So peopl e have becone his
foll owers.

That is why when there are other interests, when the ul ama have ot her
interests, so the danger is so great that there is a possibility we may
depart fromlslamand set up a newreligion with a another prophet.

Q Besides being accused as an anti-ul ama, you have been described as
bei ng a secul ar | eader who is not conmtted to the Islanmic cause. Has this
accusation any basis?

A. The word secul ar was i ntroduced by Wsterners particul ary
Christians. In those days their rulers had strong i nfluence fromthe
church. And they found that they |l ost their power because the church was



too powerful. That is why they separated the church fromthe adm nistration
and the church was alienated fromthe adninistrati on which was consi dered
secular. In Islamthere is no separation between the so-called secul ar and
ot hers because Islamis Ad-Din or a way of life. Qur way of life is not
just praying, we farm we work, we have craft, we have engi neering, al
these fulfil our way of life.

If we are learning to be engineers, |lawers, doctors that is a part of
the Islamic religious requirenent, and it is not intepreted as secul ar.
That is why | feel that if a person becones an engi neer he also contributes
to the Islamc religion and people, because if today the Muslins are
downt r odden, persecuted by others it is because we do not have engi neering
capabilities to create explosive materials, create sophisticated weapons
because we did not |earn and we consi der education as secul ar and we shoul d
not followit. This is not secular at all, this is a part of teachings
whi ch enables us to carry out our social obligations. And the social
obligations (fardhu kifayah) is very inportant in the Islamc comunity.
What is being taught now concentrates on personal obligations (fardhu '"ain)
for the personal self. | pray so that | can go to heaven but what happens
to the comunity | don't care.

On the other hand Islamsays that if the community is threatened
because there are no doctors, engineers, this means the community generally
has sinned even if they are praying, even if they performthe pil grinage
and others, but it is a sin because they do not have skills in areas that
can save the Islanic people.

Q In sinple | anguage, what sort of Islamc nation do you wish for us?

A Wiile not forgetting daily rituals, Islamc culture, Islamc val ues,
we should at the sanme tinme nmaster all know edge that could protect Mislins
fromoppression. Today, if the Kosovars and Bosni ans are sl aughtered,
Muslinms were not able to stop it, making us sinful for not defending fell ow
Muslinms. Thus, if we want to build an Islamc state, it would not be with
t he nunber of nosques or our clothing, but our skills.

In addition, we nust not forget Islamc teachings, rituals, we nust not
forget about the needs of Islamic societies, their safety and their ability
to defend thensel ves.

Q Does this nean that the Islanmic state that you envision nmust have
the know edge and econony so that it could be an exanple to other coutries?

A: Yes, the current environnent is crucial. Islamis not just for the
700 A.D. when Islamcane into being. Islamis a religion for all times. As
such it means Islamis suitable for this period, the period of IT,
t echnol ogy, atom c weapons and etc. If we are still confined to the skills
of Islamc societies of 1,400 years ago, it means we are viewing Islamas a
religion that fitted that period and not this.

Q Wen dissolving Parlianent recently, you said the upcom ng genera
el ection is not nmeant to gauge anybody's popularity, it is an election to
choose a responsi bl e government which will bring peace and harnmony to the
peopl e and country. There are those who doubt this and do not agree with
your sentinment. What is your view on this?

A: | viewelection as being created for the people who know better
about the kind of governnment that they need for their own benefit.
Unfortunately we find that there are those who use the el ection for other
pur poses, for popularity or to instigate so that those who are capable will



| ose. Perhaps the capable person is not a good orator or does not have
sufficient noney or goodl ooks. As such they mght |ose despite their
capabilities. Therefore, we will |ose out because selection is nmade based
on | ooks, popularity, ability to utter Quranic verses and others. In the
end, we might not get a good government, nmeaning we will be |l osers and the
country could not be devel oped.

Q According to some people, you take the threats by the opposition
pact under the Barisan Alternatif (Alternative Front) lightly. And you have
branded themas the "D vided Barisan Alternatif" (Barisan Berpecah
Alternatif). Is this assunption correct or just a political gimmck ?

A: What is clear is that the el ectoral pact anong them was not created
by them It was created by us, initially by Umo, MCA, MC and after that
it was expanded and we arranged this cooperation. W found out that after a
whil e, there was understandi ng between us and our front was solidified. W
have this understanding forever. It has been 25 years since the Barisan
Nasi onal and before that the Alliance.

We find them (opposition) not having any undestandi ng. Meanwhile, in
their manifesto they say there is no Islamc country but in Terengganu they
will continue to hold on to their need to uphold Islam Sone of their
| eaders are willing to accept LimKit Siang as prinme minister because they
want DAP support when he hinself had said that only an ulama qualifies to
be a | eader. Does this mean Kit Siang is an ul ama who they suddenly are
willing to accept?

So we can clearly see that they do not have the right thinking, basis,
and fundanental s but just convenience. Therefore, there is no sincerity. In
Bari san Nasi onal we understand each other and we are getting closer.

S: But they (the opposition ) also have a joint nanifesto and tabled the
first 2000 Budget. So, do you see they have achi eved sone progress despite
their own probl ens?

A: This is like a parachute (budget). They are nmaking a manifesto which is
not even supported by thensel ves. Just to give sonme picture to the public
that they have a nmanifesto. But each of themhas its own stand. DAP with
its Malaysian Mal aysia, Pas with its Islamc country, and Pas also said inits
constitution that the prinme mnister nust be a Muslimbut is willing to accept
Kit Siang as prine mnister. So it |ooks Iike they accept anything. On the
ot her hand, we found out that what they introduced was not a budget, this is not
a real budget, it is like saying if I have nmoney this is what | amgoing to

spend. Especially, when one knows one will | ose, one can prom se anything, to
gi ve pension, to give reward, to give allowances to all
Li ke the BN, we will not nake any promi ses that cannot fulfill. W

i ntroduced a budget that we know that we could afford because we have nanaged
the country's finances very well even during the economc crisis, we don't have
to borrow, we don't have to kneel to I M. We cured the econonic probl ens by
oursel ves and today our econony grows agai n and we know we got enough noney t hat
coul d be spent w sely, not I|avishly.

Q You have earlier cautioned on the energence of a new political culture on
the opposition side which is the culture to riot. Wat actually do you see in
t hi s phenonmenon?

A: W can al ways see when they were dissappointed, especially Datuk Seri
Anwar, when he was upset he was willing to do anything. That is why there are
riots, asking the people to torch cars, tyres, beat up the police, this is the



way. |f he realises that he would not win and his hopes for his future are
dashed, slimand gone. He woul d becone desperate, and when he

is desperate with a lots of money with him he would incite chaos and his
friends mght also I end a hel pi ng hand.

Q Malaysia's politics is a tug-of-war between the Mal ays and non- Mal ay.
There is an assunption that Umo all this while has conprom sed a | ot, but also
made way to non-Mal ays' interests, |like the private education policy,
est abl i shment of Chi nese schools. Is this the true picture?

A: Not true at all. W only hold to prom ses and the understandi ng that we
made when Mal aysia got its independence. W shoul d accept the fact that this
country is occupied by the Mal ays as well as non-Malays. If we want to get rid
of the non-Mal ays, we know we could not afford to do that. Therefore, we accept
themas the citizens of this country. As citizens they nust be treated as
citizens. But they recognise the Mal ays' position and they did not question
Islamas the official religion given that they are free to practise their
faiths.

They did not object to the Malay | anguage as the official |anguage. They
learned it, and even sone of themare nore fluent than us. But at the sane
time, they can learn their own | anguage.

These nake our country peaceful. |If we want 100 per cent for us and for
this our country is not peaceful, could not be devel oped, we can get 100 per
cent but what is there in 100 per cent?.

For me it is better to get 50 per cent from sonething which exists that to
get 100 per cent from sonething that does not exist.

If last time we saw the Malays as no nore than padi farnmers, today there are
Mal ays beconi ng industrialists, businessnmen, housing devel opers and t hey have
been chosen by the giant foreign conpanies as directors, nanagers, etc.

That we achi eved because our country is peaceful. The alternative is we
fight anong oursel ves, destroy our country but we are proud with this but our
country has been destroyed.

Q But at the sane tine, anong the non-Ml ays, there are sone perceptions
that they are not satisfied, they alleged that they did not get the share of the
facilities, services, opportunities and nade the so-called 17 demands in their
recent petition. Is it true?

Al used to talk to the non-Mal ays and explained to themthat in
Mal aysia with nmulti-racial conmmunities there is no race that gets 100 per
cent of their demands.

Al'l parties will not get all that they claim Even the Ml ays are not
sati sfied, even Chinese are not satisfied, Indians, too.. To ne this is the best
situation. In a nmulti-racial country, if there is only one race that is
satisfied, that means other races are not getting their shares. That's why the
Chi nese conplain as well as the Ml ays.

Q@ One thing that you have always raised is the threat to our
sovereignty and i ndependence. Sonetinmes people say this is just created to
distract attention fromthe real problem So why is it inportant to defend
our independence when we have been independent for so | ong, they ask?

A: W have seen an exanpl e near our country where we saw a top officia
froman international institution folding his arns and watchi ng the | eader
of an i ndependent nation signed away t he econom ¢ powers of the country to
the organi sation. And in the end, the | eader was forced to step down and
now he does not have any place and the fate of his country is now under the



behest of foreigners.

Now t hat country has broken up. It has already | ost one province, other
provinces may also follow suit. Al these are not the w shes of that
country or its people, this is the wish of the foreigners. This neans that
foreigners are already controlling the politics of that country. If this
can happen to that country,it can al so happen to us.

If we are not careful, if we bowto foreigners, if we are not conpetent
i n managi ng our country's econony, there is a possibility that they wll
extend assistance with conditions. Then, we will | ose our strength starting

in the economic field and then they will pressure us that this person
cannot be a mnister, prinme mnister, in fact, there was a Vi ce-President
who cane to Mal aysia and urged the Mal aysi an people to revolt and bring
down the government, right in our own country. This shows how arrogant they
are, they go to another country and ask the people of that country to bring
down the governent illegally, not through denocratic voting but through
riots. This shows the danger we are in

Q Do you see this as a result of say, globalisation, or that we are in
a gl obal village or a borderl ess worl d?

A. G obalisation nowis interpreted according to the rich countri es.
This interpretation may not necessarily be good or right. There can be
other interpretations of globalisation and we shoul d consi der what benefits
us. Western countries are always confident that they are conpetent and that
they are right. For exanple, they invented socialism And then, they
rejected socialism and simlarly communi sm They invented comuni sm
supposedly to give fair treatnment to all people. In the end, they scraped
it because it could not be done and they went back to other ways.

Because of that, | believe that by following their interpretation, it
may bring nore adversity to the world until one day, they decide thensel ves
to reject globalisation . We find their interpretation of globalisationis
not right because it benefits only devel oped countries. Wak countries |ike
Mal aysia, |ike those in South East Asia, Africa, will lose out if
gl obalisation is practised according to the West now and we may be
col oni sed all over again

Q You have anwswered accusations that you are not anti-ulama, you said
you are not secular and that you are committed to an Islamc nation. |
would Iike to nove on to slander and attacks which are nore personal in
nature .... what sort of character can stoop to make such allegations
agai nst you?

A | amaware that they call nme Firaun (referring to the pharaohs knwon
for their cruelty, Mahafiraun, Maha Zalim So we're all influenced by
| abel s, brandnanes. |If the brandnane is good, even if the product is not
good, we still accept it as good. If the brandnane is not good, even if the

product is good, we will say it is not good. So what has been done to ne is
to stick a | abel on me so that even the good things that | have done will
be made to | ook bad. Before, | was |labelled an "ultra" by certain people.
Because | was called an "ultra", things that | do, however, nediocre, was
considered ultra because it cane fromone who was | abell ed as one.

Now t hey have | abelled me a Firaun, cruel and other things even when
there is no evidence of cruelty to anyone. Al that we have done is
according to the | aws. But when we are stuck with such a | abel, feelings of
hate against me will arise and whatever | say will not be accepted. It is
politically-notivated so that | can be beaten. That's all



Q To certain people, these | abels can weaken their spirit to work. On
the contrary your performance is not inferior and you continue to work hard
to devel op the country.

A. Yes, we can sulk, we can run away fromreality. But if we do that,
it means that we are not responsi ble, we are putting oursel ves above our

duties. | have a duty. As long as |'ve been given the responsibility to do
the job, I will do it ... just because of accusation by people I should not
feel frustrated, | feel that people do not appreciate ne and because of

that | sulk and do not want to work, that to nme is irresponsible.

Q There were al so accusations that several huge projects |ike KLIA,
Putraj aya, Cyberjaya, Petronas Twin Towers were for personal glory. Wuat is
your Vview on these peopl e?

A: Not personal but for our nation. If we have RML, 000 and spent
RML, 500 it is irresponsible, wasteful. But if we have RML, 000 and we spent
RVM60O it is not wasteful. W have enough noney to develop all these
al t hough we have built the KLIA Putrajaya, Cyberjaya, Twin Towers, our
financial positionis still strong, so strong that even when we were
attacked it was not necessary for us to borrow. W were able to recover our
econony oursel ves and we have enough noney. This neans that that even
t hough the projects are huge, we nanaged to inplenent them So if we are
capable, we are not wasteful. If we can build a RMLOO, 000 house but we want
a RMR00, 000 house, it is not smart. But what we have spent did not
j eopardi se our financial position. The world, international experts have
admitted that Malaysia's financial positionis still strong so nuch so that
al | our devel opnent projects do not affect our financial standing.

Q Wat is the satisfaction you gain fromall your hard work which
seens to be not appreciated by a small nunber of Ml aysi ans?

A To ne, | don't give nuch thought to what other people think of me.
If I can see the results of the work done, which benefited the country,
that gives ne satisfaction. I don't want noney or anything el se for they
won't bring you rmuch further. If you want to eat a plate of noodle, that is
all you can eat, even if you have mllions of ringgit you can't eat 10
pl ates of noodle. So to ne all these do not have any neani ng. But | ooking
at the results of your efforts to change the | ook of the country, it gives
me satisfaction. If | walk around and see the rapid devel opment, |ots of
cars on the road, people have enough nobney to spend, to go to restaurants,
it gives me satisfaction. The results that we get are inportant. Not the
reward that we gain. |If people do not renenber ne after | die, it is
alright, not a problemto ne.

Q In what way do you wish to be renenbered after you are no | onger the
Prime Mnister?

A: | do not give any thought on this. To ne whether | amrenmenbered or
not, that is for the people. Those who want to abuse wi Il always abuse,
those who want to renenmber will always renenber. | do not give much

thought. What is nore inportant is that the result of our efforts benefited
the country. Today the world acknow edged Mal aysi a as the nobst devel oped
country anong devel opi ng nations. They no | onger use us, they no | onger

| augh at us. They acknow edged that we are able to do sonet hi ng

extraordi nary, we organi sed the Cormonweal th Ganes as the best ganes in the
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