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MAHATHI R SAYS PRESENT DEFI NI TI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS BI ASED

By: Kuah Guan Qo

MONTEGO BAY (Janmi ca), Feb 13 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said that the present definition of human rights is biased
while Prine Mnister P.J. Patteron of Jamaica said that it should include
the social, economic and political rights of the people and nations.

Answering questions raised at a joint news conference at the cl ose of
the sunmt of the G 15 groupi ng of devel opi ng countries here Friday, Dr
Mahat hir said in Ml aysia recently, people who had been enjoying their
human rights had been deprived of their right to earn a livelihood as a
result of action taken by sone peopl e outside the country.

"Unfortunately, when people tal k about human rights, they are rather
biased in their definition. W think that what we are doing is of course
not contraveni ng hurman rights.

"But we believe that if you want to tackle the issue of human rights
wor | dwi de, then it should involve all countries of the world. It should
al so involve the question of state terrorismwhere sone states had taken
action which resulted in people being killed in furtherance of their
policies," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who was asked to nane the states concerned, said he did
not have to name the states. "But you are free to nake your own
assunption,"” he said, to the applause of the audience of foreign and trade
m nisters, officials and journalists.

The G 15 conprising Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mxico, Peru, Venezuel a,
Jamai ca, Algeria, Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, Zi nbabwe, India,
| ndonesi a, Mal aysia and Sri Lanka ended its three-day summt Friday.

Patterson, who is the outgoing chairman of the group, said all the G 15
countries subscribed to all the international conventions on human rights
but its definition should include the econonic, social and political rights
of the peopl e and nati ons.

He said they specifically say that certain aspects of the question of
human rights should fall under the appropriate convention and not in
ot hers. For exanple, he said, the question of |abour should fall under the
I nternational Labour Organisation and not the World Trade Organi sati on.

To anot her question, Patterson said the G 15 did not think that the
I nternati onal Monetary Fund was currently suited for its role as the | ender
of last resort, that its resources were inadequate to nmake it a | ender of
last resort and that its uniformsolution to financially-troubled countries
can conpare to a situation where the doctor prescribes the sanme treatnent
what ever the nal ady.

The G 15, he said, felt that the | M- renedy should be suited to
i ndi vi dual |ocal condition

He al so said the current financial crisis was still unfolding and he
referred to the speech of Dr Mahathir during the opening cerenony on the
effects of the crisis. "Sone countries woke rich in the norning but went to
bed poor at night," said Patterson.

The Janmaican prine mnister said the inports and exports of countries
around the world were affected by the crisis and had reached a situation
"where we say that the poor catch pneunonia while the rich risks
i nfection."

He said the G 15 and ot her devel opi ng countries would not be taken
seriously if they were to approach the question of refornms of the world
financial systemin a fragnented way, but acting together in a concerted



way, they would have the capacity and potential to effect a change. "The
change may not be tonorrow but it will happen some day," he said.

Patterson al so said that when the Bretton Wods institutions |ike the
I MF and Wrld Bank were set up, sonme of the G 15 nenbers had not even
obt ai ned their independence, and had no part in the decision-making
process. As such, they felt that they had to neet frequently to fornul ate
comon positions in the present noves to reformthose institutions, he
sai d.

"W have to urge our position consistently for acceptance because we
bel i eve our cause to be just," he said.

The sunmit was attended by ei ght heads of government, including
Patterson and Dr Mahathir, who left later in the day for Paris for tal ks
with French Prine Mnister Jacques Chirac.

He will make a stopover in Aman to neet the new King of Jordan and
will arrive in Kuala Lunpur on NMbnday.
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