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Mahat hi r - Cabi net
MAHATHI R TO ANNOUNCE NEW CABI NET TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9 (Bernama) -- The formation of the new Cabinet
followi ng Mal aysia's 10th general election last Nov 29 will be announced by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t onorrow.

Dr Mahathir, as chairman of the Barisan Nasional coalition, which won
the general election by two-thirds majority, will call on the Yang
Di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah at 10 amto present the
proposed Cabinet line-up for his majesty's consent.

According to a statenent fromthe Ofice of the Prime M nister today,
Dr Mahathir will hold a nedia conference at the Prine Mnister's Departnent
in Putrajaya at 4 pmto announce his new Cabi net and ot her nenbers of the
admini stration.

A cerenmony for the presentation of appointnment letters and for the
oaths of office, loyalty and secrecy by cabi net nmenbers and deputy
m ni sters before the Yang Di - Pertuan Agong will be held at |stana Negara
here on Tuesday, Dec 14.

The | ast Cabi net had 28 nenbers, including the Prinme Mnister, while
the other menbers of the administration were 31 deputy mnisters and 12
parlianentary secretaries.

Four mnisters lost in last nonth's general el ection, another contested
in a State Legislative Assenbly seat while two others did not stand at all.
The defeated ministers were Datuuk Miustapa Mohaned (Second Fi nance

M ni ster and Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister), Datuk Annuar Miusa (Rural
Devel opnent), Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid Gthman (Prine Mnister's
Department) and Datuk Seri Megat Juni d Megat Ayob (Domestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs).

Dat uk Tajol Rosli Ghazali (Prime Mnister's Departnent) contested and
won the Kenering state seat in Perak and has been appoi nted Menteri Besar
of that state.

For mer cabi net nenbers who did not seek re-election were Datuk Li mAh
Lek (Hurman Resources) and Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha (Defence).

Several deputy nministers and parlianentary secretaries also lost or did
not contest in the Nov 29 general election.

Leaders of BN conponent parties who retained their parlianentary seats
are expected to be reappointed to the new Cabi net.

They include Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik (MCA), Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vellu (MC), Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k (Gerakan) and Datuk Amar Leo
Moggi e (Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak).

To fill up vacancies, several deputy mnisters are expected to be
pronmoted to full mnisters and simlarly, parlianentary secretaries to
deputy ministers.

One of those on the probable promption list is Deputy Prinmary
I ndustries Mnister Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein, who is also the acting
Umo Youth chief and the Menber of Parlianment for Tenggara.

There was al so specul ati on about two forner | eaders of the now defunct
Senmangat 46 who had since rejoined Umo, nanely Tengku Razal ei gh Hanmzah and
Datuk Dr Rais Yatim being appointed to the Cabinet. Both were forner
m ni sters.

The | ast Cabi net had three wonen ministers -- Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz
(I'nternational Trade and I ndustry), Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man (Prine
M nister's Departnent) and Datin Paduka Zal eha Ismail (National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnent). Al three have been re-elected to Parliament.



In terns of distribution of ministerial posts anbng the states, the BN
woul d, for the first tine, be without nministers from Terengganu since the
coalition has no M at all fromthat state.

Al'l the BN s eight parlianmentary candidates in Terengganu lost to their
PAS chal | engers in the recent general election.

However, Cabinet nmenbers can still be appointed fromanong Senators in
t he upper house of Parlianent, the Dewan Negar a.
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