16 JAN 1999
Mahathir-Criticisns
MAHATHI R TO FI ND OUT REASONS BEH ND CRI Tl Cl SM5 AGAI NST M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad has
said that he would use the Wrld Economic Forum schedul ed to take place in
Switzerland at the end of the month to find out the reason behind a string
of criticisms |evelled against Mal aysia | ately.

"There has been a lot of criticisns against us for what we have done.
So, | want to know why they are criticising us and denying that we are
doing well,"” he said when asked about his participation in the forumduring
an intervieww th Radi o and Tel evi si on Ml aysi a.

The interview foll owed the taping of the prime mnister's Hari Raya
Aidilfitri nessage at Wsnma TV i n Angkasapuri, here.

Dr Mahathir said he would al so take the opportunity to relate
Mal aysia's experience intrying to deal with the econom ¢ and financia
crisis buffeting Asia.

"I''mnot counting on support. | just want to tell themthat this is our
experience. Whether they believe it or not, that is up to them" he said.

Mal aysi a has been criticised for taking "drastic" steps to insulate its
econony agai nst the vagaries of international currency trading, including
by way of introducing selective currency control in Septenber |ast year.

But on many occasi ons, Dr Mahat hir had defended the noves, saying that
they had spurred activities in sectors such as financial, autonotive and
property.

On the Japanese ai d package of US$30 billion for Asian countries facing
econom c crisis, the prinme minister said that Japan had requested Ml aysi a
to provide details of the projects for which the | oan woul d be used.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether there are other parties or countries
trying to obstruct or influence Japan in respect of the loan to be given to
Mal aysi a.

"We suspect that there are countries which are not very happy. W do
not know what they have done but it is clear that they are not happy, "he
sai d.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said that Asean was capabl e of
reviving its econony though their own neasures.

Conmenti ng on Asean nenber countries' use of their own currencies in
trading activities, Dr Mahathir said that eventhough response was good, its
i npl ement ati on was unsati sfactory.
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