12/ 03/ 1999
Mahat hir confident of BNNvictory i n Sabah el ection

Lokman Mansor

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d yesterday he is
confident that the Barisan Nasional (BN) will win the Sabah el ecti ons.
"... not just by sinmple majority but a victory that will forma strong
governnent for Sabah,™ he told reporters upon his return fromthe State at
the Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang yesterday.

The BN chai rman was asked i f he was nore confident of a victory in Sabah
after his visit.

Atotal of 726,690 eligible Sabahans will go to the polls today and
tonorrow. There are 199 candi dates vying for 48 seats, with 144 coning
fromthe three main parties, BN, Parti Bersatu Sabah and Bersekutu. The
election results will be known tonorrow.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir spent about 10 minutes to record a speci al nessage
t o Sabahans over radi o and tel evision.

Ur gi ng Sabahans to vote for the BNto ensure a brighter future for the
State, he said, under the BN Government Mal aysi a has remai ned stabl e and
i n harnony whi ch enabl ed el ections to be carried out peacefully.
"Tormorrow you wi || begin voting and | hope you will all vote BNfor a
strong governent to rul e Sabah with success. The Federal Governnent will
give its full cooperation to the BN Government in Sabah, so vote BN for
the wel |l -bei ng of the Sabah people," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahat hir began by congratul ati ng t he peopl e of Sabah for their

ent husi asti c response to t he canpai gni ng and el ecti ons, whi ch went wel |
wi t hout any untoward inci dent.

"The peopl e appear interested in the el ections and coul d be seen
attending tal ks and | i steni ng to speeches presented by t he candi dat es
taking part in the el ections.

"This is somet hing which is unique to Mal aysia, where multi-racial and
nul ti-religious people can | eave toget her peacefully. This is one of the
results of the Governnent |ed by Barisan Nasional," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d when there i s peace and harnony, the country is stable
and conducting el ections is not a problemas in sonme devel opi ng countries
"I n some countries when there are elections there will be riots and
killings. Here in Mal aysi a we have a society that enjoys peace and

har nony. Any problemwe face can be solved calmy," he added.

Dr Mahathir said in dealing with the economc crisis for exanple, the
situation in Mal aysi a was cal mand thi s enabl ed t he Government to resol ve
the probl enms arising frompressure on the currency and stock market
prices.

"W nust appreciate this and maintain harnony and stability. The BNis a
nulti-racial coalition and the conponent parties cooperate with each ot her
and al so with the BN Governnent at the Federal and state |evels.

"Of course it is easier for the BN Federal Governnment to cooperate with
a state government of the same party. Therefore we hope the Sabah peopl e
wi || choose BN candi dates in the el ections so that Sabah can have a BN
Gover nrent t hat can cooperate and benefit fromthe cooperation with the
Federal Governnent."

Dr Mahat hir said he believed Sabahans wi |l choose BN candi dates and sai d
he was happy that whil e he was i n Sabah many peopl e attended BN gat heri ngs
and expressed their support.

"I urge the people in Sabah again to choose BN for a brighter future for
Sabah, " he sai d.
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