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MAHATHI R W LL DEFEND UWNO PRESI DENCY | F RE- NOM NATED

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 28 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he will defend the Umo presidency if he is re-nom nated for
the top party post in next year's Umo el ections.

"If I"'mnom nated again for the president's post, | shall defend it,"
Dr Mahathir said in an interview with Radi o Tel evi sion Mal aysia (RTM at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent here today.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her he woul d defend the post he has held
since June 1981

He was returned unopposed to the Umo presidency in successive party
el ections since after 1987.

On suggestions by several party |eaders that the com ng Umo el ections
be held at the earliest possible tine next year, Dr Mahathir said it could
be brought forward if the party so desired.

However, Dr Mahathir said, he should abstain fromcomrenting on the
possi bl e dates for the upcomi ng party general assenbly as " others could be
i nfluenced. "

"I prefer to hear the views of all. |If they desire sonething they can
voice it out," said the prine mnister.

Dr Mahathir said sone nenbers m ght not agree with the suggestion for
an early general assenbly.

"We nust hear (their views) too," he said.

On the energence of a new generation within Umo that night want to
take over the party |l eadership in future, he said they would definitely
take over as the old generation mght not be around for |ong.

However, the transition of power nust be done in an organi sed manner
and in accordance with Umo's rules w thout weakening the party, he said.

"There shoul d not be a scranble, he said.

Dr Mahathir reiterated his request to the Muslins yesterday to be
united and to forget their differences.

He said all sorts of allegations and strong | anguage had been used
during the Nov 29 general election but now the election was over and it was
the fasting nonth of Ramadan.

"During the fasting nonth, the Muslins, especially, should practise al
the teachings of Islamincluding closing ranks anmong t hensel ves, " he sai d.

They shoul d congregate at the nobsques for terawi h prayers "and in this
way we can forget our differences", he said.

He added that they should also not raise matters that could disunite
the Muslinms in particular.

"This is because even though we may be divided into different political
parties, we are still Mislins, and Muslins should unite," he said.

On cooperation between the federal governnent and the Kel antan and
Ter engganu state governnents | ed by PAS, Dr Mahathir said the federa
government would work with any state governnent.

"However, as | have said before, it nust be reciprocal and not be from
just one party. Both parties nust want to cooperate,"” he said.
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