24 MAR 1999

MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR THE HAJ

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | eft here today for Mecca to performthe haj.

He was acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali.

This is Dr Mahathir's second pilgrinmage to Mecca. He performed the haj
for the first time 25 years ago.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, Cabi net
m nisters and assistant mnisters were anong those at the Sul tan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport in Subang here to bid himfarewell.

Al so present were several menteris besar.

Dr Mahathir will join sone two million Mislins including 22,000 from
Mal aysia in perfornming the haj this year.

He is schedul ed to procced to Mecca on arrival fromJeddah. The Saudi
government has fixed Friday for the Wikuf in Arafah.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah are expected to return hone on
Wednesday.
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