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Mahat hi r - Expl ai n
MAHATHI R SAYS NATI ON-W DE VI SI T NECESSARY TO OVERCOVE CONFUSI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
he has to travel throughout the country to clear the confusion faced by the
peopl e foll owi ng i ntense propaganda spread by certain groups.

The prime mnister said he woul d begin the series of visits to the
states after his three-day trip to Sabah starting on Thursday.

"There are various ways (of spreading the propaganda), so nmuch so that
a Chi nese New Year nessage fromprison, which had never been done before,
now exi sts, this never happened previously."

Dr Mahathir said certain groups were exploiting the freedom of
expression to create various issues ained at confusing the people.

"Qtherwi se they say we are not denocratic, but they are taking ful
avantage to confuse the people...so | have to explain," he said after
attendi ng a Chi nese New Year |uncheon given by Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng, here today.

He said the visits would be simlar to the series of visits he made
previously including when the country was facing the economc crisis.

"I believe the people do not have full information. So | will use the
opportunity during ny meeting with the people to nake clarification. | fee
as a politician, it is ny duty," he said.

Asked whet her the same confusion was rai sed by Ml aysi an students whom
he met in London during his recent visit there, Dr Mahathir said the
students appeared to have been influenced by the devel opnent in | ndonesia,
as though all the problenms would be resolved if he stepped down.

"This is not a matter of ny stepping down, and everything will be
settled. The problemis that we need to work together to stave off the
efforts to destabilise our country,” he expl ai ned.

The prime minister said although Umo had clarified on the matter, the
expl anation and clarification nmust not end there.

He said that explanation on the problem needed maxi mum cooperation from
everyone.

Asked to comment on the view of Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Aziz
Ni k Mat that he is an intelligent and wi se prine mnister but does not use
his wisdomfor Islam Dr Mahathir said: "N k Azi z does not understand the
di fference between secularismand religion."

The prime mnister explained that secularismhad a different neaning in
I sl am and i n Europe.

He said the word cane about in Europe because sone tine ago, the
government in Europe was doninated by the church and the | eaders then felt
that the church shoul d be separated fromthe state so that the governnent
woul d no | onger be influenced by the church.

"I'n Islam everything that we do is within the context of religion. If
we govern, it is a religious matter (because) we |earn

"Thus, they are influenced by western thinking. The word secul ar al so
originated fromthe west, that's why the word is not found at all in the
Mal ay | anguage because the secul ar western thinking can be divided into the
human life in the hereafter and in the present world."

On the other hand, he said, in Islam everything that we do is rel ated
to religion.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahrmad Badaw
who was al so present, said the Umo suprene council woul d decide on the
menber shi p of the panel of |awers to study and take action on those who



made wild and fal se all egati ons agai nst the party and | eaders.

"W will decide at the supreme council (neeting)," said Abdullah, who
is also Umo vice president.

Asked whether Umo had identified the | awers who would sit on the
panel, Abdullah said they had yet to identify them

"Even now there are offers (fromlawers) to provide their service, so
the matter will be presented to Datuk Seri President (Dr Mahathir) at the
com ng council neeting," he said.

The formation of the panel was announced by Abdullah on Feb 6 to take
action agai nst those who criticise and slander the party, |eaders and
gover nnent .

The I uncheon was al so attended by the prine mnister's wife, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Abdullah's wife, Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, severa
cabinet mnisters and corpporate | eaders.
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