23 DEC 1999

MAHATHI R CONFI DENT UWNO W LL BACK ABDULLAH AS HI S SUCCESSCR

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 23 (Bername) -- Prinme Mnister and Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said he reckoned Umo will back party
vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi as his successor for the
party | eadership.

"OF course, if | step down (Deputy Prinme M nister) Datuk Abdull ah
(Ahnad Badawi) will take over," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about succession of the Umo | eadership at a
press conference after |launching the nillenniumcomenorative gold coin at
t he Pal ace of the Gol den Horses here.

"But | think Umo will back Datuk Abdullah as nmy successor," he said.

Abdul l ah is perfornming the function of a deputy president since
Sept ember | ast year.

On whet her the Umo general assenbly would be forwarded fromthe first

half to the first quarter of next year, Dr Mahathir said it was still too
early to consider that.
"They haven't considered anything at all. | think they have plenty of

time...we can take our tinme," he said.

Bank Negara today unveiled the limted edition coin nmade of 999.9 solid
gol d which have a | egal val ue of RM0O.

The coin, designed and produced by Mariwasa Kraftangan, will be ninted
for alimted run of only 10,000 specinmens and will retail at RM2, 000 at
sel ected banks or directly fromthe conpany.
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