12 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Mal aysi an
MAHATHI R CALLS FOR THE MOULDI NG OF THE NEW MALAYSI AN

SEREMBAN, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Mal aysi a needs a new breed of citizens who boldly take on
chal l enges to performworld-class feats and at the sane tinme attain glory
for thensel ves.

Mari ner Datuk Azhar Mansor who acconplished a sol o east-west
ci rcumavi gation of the gl obe on the yacht Jalur Gem | ang | ast ni ght best
exemplified the new Mal aysi an the nation desired, he said.

"He is what we call the new Mal ay, the new Mal aysi an, who dares to face
chal | enges, unlike before when we feel so inferior, incapable of achieving
anyt hi ng," he said.

The prime mnister, who began a two-day working visit to Negeri
Senbi | an today, said this when addressing civil servants at the Minici pa
Hal | here.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Sanmad and
Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment had attenpted vari ous approaches since
| ndependence to create a new breed of self-confident Ml aysi ans who are
proud of their own potentials and capabilities.

During the early post-independence days, the country's citizens,
especially the Mal ays and ot her bum putera, had the tendency to regard
t hensel ves as hel pl ess m nnows, he said.

They | acked the confidence then of being capable of glorious
acconplishnents for self, country and the world after having been too | ong
under col onial rule which robbed themof a national identity and
self-esteem he said

"I ndependence means nothing if we continue being like we used to be,
like in those colonial days... independence is nmeaningless if we don't try
to change the course of our own and the nation's destiny and if we don't
devel op the country," he said.

For this reason, the government after independence strove to nmould a
citizenry whose characteristics differed fromthat of a subservient nation
under colonial rule, he said.

The result was a nmulti-tal ented Mal aysi an nati on whose willingness to
take on chal | enges and whose acconplishnments and progress the world had to
reckon with, he said.

"This is the change that we had attenpted and achi eved... the Ml aysian
Mal ays, Chi nese, |ndians, |bans, Kadazans, Dusuns, Miruts of today are no
I onger |ike the col onised communities that they were," he said.

Mal aysi ans were now an educated and skillful ot who could run the
country well and coul d discern between good and bad, he said.

They too had put denpbcracy to good use and would not try to destabilise
the country unnecessarily, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that since there were still backward countries despite
havi ng t hem gai ni ng i ndependence at the sanme tinme as Ml aysi a, the argunent
that just any governnment could bring progress to a country was fall aci ous.

He said that before the 1989 CHOGM ( Commonweal t h Heads of Gover nnent
Meeting), several presidents and prinme mnisters of African and Cari bbean
countries which gai ned i ndependence at about the sane tine as Ml aysi a
turned down his invitation to visit the country thinking that she was |ike
theirs.

When they attended the 1989 CHOGM whi ch Ml aysi a hosted they narvel |l ed



at Malaysia's progress and | ater asked for return visits to learn fromthe
country's experience in nation-building.

"Qurs is unusual... we becane independent and devi sed our own
i ndi genous way to devel op the nation," he said.

The prime mnister paid tribute to civil servants who, he said, were
equally instrunental as the political |eaders in bringing about Ml aysia's
robust and rapi d devel opnent thus far.

"Even if we have a visionary and far-sighted el ected government
aspiring to make the country a devel oped nation, such ambitious plans woul d
just remain at that if government servants are incapable of translating
them and i npl enenting the policies,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia inherited a good adm nistrative machi nery
fromthe British upon which the governnment | ater nmade i nprovenments to raise
staff efficiency so as to realise the aspirations of the | eaders to whom
t he peopl e gave their nandate.

"The reason that we are reasonably well off today is that the
governnents voted in since i ndependence genuinely desired to devel op the
nation and to enrich the citizens.

"Leaders have no desire to preoccupy thenselves wth
self-enrichment..we'll not live forever.. |ike nornmal hunman bei ngs, |eaders
too die..why let ourselves be cursed upon our death for our greed," he
sai d.

The prinme mnister expressed hope that governnent servants woul d
di scharge their reponsibilities sincerely and truthfully although they may
not want to vote for the government for some reasons or other
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