19 OCT 1999

MAHATHI R HOLDS TALKS W TH VENEZUELAN PRESI DENT

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today hel d tal ks with Venezuel an Presi dent Hugo Rafael Chavez Frias
who is in Malaysia to attract Ml aysian business in a bid to revive his
country's econony.

The neeting was held at the Prine Mnister's Departnent, here.

The two | eaders | ater attended the Mal aysi a- Venezuel a del egati on
meeting. Anong those in the Ml aysi an del egati on were Foreign M nister
Dat uk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and International Trade and | ndustry M nister
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Chavez Frias, who arrived yesterday, is here on a three-day state
visit.

He is on his first visit to East and Sout heast Asia since assum ng the
presi dency | ast February.

His visit to Malaysia was ai ned at strengtheni ng Venezuel a- Mal aysi a
ti es and exchangi ng vi ews and experiences with Ml aysi an | eaders on
econom ¢ devel opnent and international issues, the Foreign Mnistry said.

The presidential entourage includes senior officers of the Venezuel an
Pl anni ng and Devel opnment, Conmerce and Production, Infrastructure, Energy
and M nes and Sci ence and Technol ogy nini stries.
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