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Mahat hi r - Kubang Pasu
MAHATHI R TO DEFEND KUBANG PASU SEAT

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that he will defend the Kubang Pasu parlianentary seat
in Kedah in the com ng general election.

"There is no reason for nme to run away from Kubang Pasu, " he sai d when
asked whet her he woul d defend his seat in Kubang Pasu.

He said this at a press conference at the Prime Mnister's Departnent
here to announce his decision to dissolve Parlianment for the 10th genera
el ection to be held.

Dr Mahathir first contested and won the Kota Setar Sel atan seat (now
cal | ed Kubang Pasu) in the 1964 general election. However, he lost to Haji
Yusof Rawa of PAS in the 1969 general election

Dr Mahathir regained the seat in the 1974 general election and has
successfully defended it since then.

In last general election in 1995, Dr Mhat hir beat PAS candi date Ahnad
Ma'alimby a majority of 17,226 votes.

A total of 47,356 people are eligible to vote in Kubang Pasu in the
com ng polls.

Kubang Pasu has two state constituencies -- Tunjang and Jitra.
Asked about his retirenment plans, Dr Mahathir said he wanted "to retire
sone day."

He told the journalist who asked the question about his retirement to
"put it down as 'sone day'".

Asked if the comi ng general election would be his last, the prine
mnister said: "The last tinme | thought it (the 1995 general election) was
my last."

Hs remark drew | aughter fromthe fl oor.

Dr Mahathir said he could only make plans but Al lah woul d deci de

"We (Muslins) say Insyallah (God willing). | can plan things but the
di sposal of that plan is really not mne to deternine," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional (BN) chairnman, said the coalition
m ght field new faces in the com ng el ection.

"We will have di scussions anong | eaders of BN component parties to
determne the people really qualified to be candi dates, " he said.

On seat allocations, Dr Mahathir said it would be the sane as in the
| ast general el ection.

"I'n terms of nunmbers (of seats), there will be no change," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there was a possibility of BN conmponents swappi ng
seats with each other.

The 14-party BN groups Umo, MCA, M C, Gerakan and PPP in Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a; Liberal Denocratic Party, Akar Bersatu, United Pasoknobnogun
Kadazan Organi sation, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah and Sabah Progressive
Party in Sabah; and Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu, Sarawak United
People's Party, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak and Sarawak National Party in
Sar awak.
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