19/ 01/ 1999

Mai nt ai n peace and stability, |eaders urge the people

KOTA KI NABALU, Mon. - Muslins in the country should be thankful they are
able to celebrate Hari Raya Aidilfitri in a peaceful and harnoni ous
at nosphere, Sabah Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai said today.

Such a situation probably did not exist in sonme other countries that
were still grappling with war and t he econom c downturn, he saidin his
Hari Raya nmessage, here

"The peace in this country woul d not have been possible w thout the
dilligence, care and comi tnment of the Governnent |ed by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, " Bernanma quot ed hi mas sayi ng.

Sakaran cal |l ed on all Ml aysi ans to appreciate the peace and stability
in the country and to strive to curb all forns of negative activity that
affected unity and harnony.

"Al'l bitter experiences and enmty anong t hensel ves shoul d be averted by
the Muslinms in Mal aysia so as to further enhance unity anong the
mul traci al popul ation."

Sakaran al so called on Miuslins who are better off to share the Hari Raya
joy with the poor and orphans by giving themaid.

Support shoul d al so be given to the Government, especially in dealing
with the econonm ¢ sl owdown, he added

I n Kuching, Sarawak's Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahnmad Zai di Adruce
Muhamred Noor sai d t he peopl e shoul d appreci ate the national | eadership
for its running of the country where all Ml aysians |live in peace and

har nony.
"This is different fromthe situation in sone other countries which are
i n upheaval ," he said.

Ahmad Zai di called on the people inthe State to continue with the
traditional practice of holding open house and to visit each ot her

He said it was appropriate for Muslinms and non-Mislins to continue
mai ntai ni ng sincere ties to further harnony and inter-racia
under st andi ng.

At atine when the country i s facing an econoni ¢ downturn, he advi sed
t he people to be prudent in their Hari Raya spending.

Zai di al so urged the people to exercise care when on the road during the
festive period.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud sai d t he peopl e shoul d be
thankful that the country was able to take effective nmeasures to overcone
the economc crisis.

"The nurber of people who | ost their jobs was |imted and not many
busi nesses have gone bankrupt either," he said in his Hari Raya message
read over radio tonight.

Tai b sai d Sarawak' s economy whi ch recorded a four per cent growth | ast
year, had escaped t he recession which saw t he national econony contract by
al nost seven per cent.

The State Government's deci sion not to cut expenditure on infrastructure
for 1998 has paid rich dividends.

As such, it was not badly affected by the econoni ¢ sl omdown, he sai d.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, in his Hari Raya
address, said Muslins shoul d al ways have a strong character to defend t he
sovereignty and stability of the country fromforeign forces.

He sai d everyone should be united in facing the present chal |l enges.

The strength of the Muslins lay with their unity, he said during his



address over Radi o Tiga Mel aka.

"This is an inportant and pricel ess weapon to the Muslins in dealing
wi th negative propaganda, ideol ogy and the narrow m ndedness of others
towards the country."

Abu Zahar al so called for conti nued harnony, addi ng that when har nony
was present, the Government can fully focus its attention on the economc
recovery.

I n Kual a Lunmpur, Works M nister and M C presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vellu called on Mal aysi ans to take the opportunity to preserve unity and
political stability.

In his Hari Raya nessage, he urged the people to strengthen their
determ nation and resol ve to preserve nul tiraci al harnony and nati onal
stability "so that no force can shake the strong foundati on upon which the
nation is built".

Sany Vel | u said Mal aysi a woul d conti nue to be a shining exanple to the
worl d as to what a country coul d achieve with raci al harnony and politica
stability.

"Wt hout doubt, these two inportant factors have contributed towards the
country's capacity to overcone nmany chal | enges i n the past.

The minister said it had agai n been proven that peace and harnony,
coupled with political stability, were the factors which contri buted
largely to the country's return to the path of econom c recovery.

"Let us | end our support and cooperation to the government in ensuring a
speedy econoni c recovery," he said and called on non-Mislinms to visit
their Muslimfriends during the cel ebration.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang sai d Mal aysi ans woul d be mar ki ng
this year's Hari Raya in a very sonbre at nosphere, as a result of the
political and econom ¢ probl ens.

"Inthe final year tothe newmnillennium nothing is nore inportant than
for Ml aysians to take sure and steady steps to overcone the triple
political, econonmic and noral crisis, with all Ml aysi ans maki ng a conmon
nati onal resolve during Hari Raya that injustice shall not be the new
national synbol of Malaysia," he said in a Press statenent.
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