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MAJOR AUSSI E NEWSPAPERS G VE PROM NENCE TO DR MAHATHI R

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, June 21 (Bernama) -- All major newspapers in Australia today
gave prominence inits ~"world news'' pages to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s undi sput ed success at the Umo General Assenbly in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

The reports highlighted Dr Mahathir's account of the fallout with his
former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand the reasons why he acted
deci sively against his anmbitious rival.

Under the headi ng "Anwar under attack by PM', the popular "Herald Sun"
newspaper's report said Dr Mahathir attacked Anwar "in a bid to erase any
resi dual support for the sacked deputy prinme mnister may have" in Unmo.

The daily said Dr Mahathir and other Umo | eaders had admitted that
sone party nmenbers renmmi ned synpathetic to Anwar and refused to accept his
sacki ng and arrest.

The prestigious "Australian" national daily said, under the heading
"Mahathir twists knife in Anwar", that the Prime Mnister and Anwar spent
the weekend "in a battle for the hearts and nminds of the Ml aysi an people".

"Dr Mahathir had the | arger audience, reaching the public through
tel evi si on broadcasts of his address" while "only a few (Ml aysi an)
newspapers carried a denial by Anwar of Dr Mahathir's accusation ... that
the former deputy PM had been disloyal to Umo," the report said.

"The Australian" quoted a senior Umo official as saying it was not
provi ng easy to "exorcise the ghost of Anwar".

The Mel bour ne-based The Age's story said that Dr Mahat hir had | aunched
"a strategy to unite his fragnented party in the lead-up to the country's
general el ection".

The newspaper said Dr Mahathir attacked Anwar's character and
patriotism portraying himas a puppet of foreign interests.

The "Australian Financial Review' featured a colourful picture of a
beam ng Dr Van Azizah Wan Ismail wearing a blue and gold silk outfit at the
| aunch of the opposition National Justice Party yesterday.

Under the heading "Mahathir fires first salvo as el ection nears", the
Fi nancial Review s report said while the Prime M nister kept everyone at
t he weekend guessi ng about the election date, "politicians and anal ysts
expect it to happen within nonths as the econony recovers fromrecession,
and before the Qpposition can fully unite".
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