15/ 11/ 1999
Maj or battle in four states (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Four States - Kel antan, Terengganu, Perlis and Kedah
- will provide the main battl egrounds in the general el ection, with Pas
eyeing themas inportant targets and the Bari san Nasi onal set on counter-
strategi es.

BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad today said the ruling
coalition would concentrate nore in these States when canpai gning for the
Nov 29 polls.

He said this was to counter |ies and sl ander whi ch had been spread by
t he Opposition, particularly anong the rural Ml ay fol k, who were easily
i nfl uenced by those they consider ul ana.

The intense battle | oons am d news that the opposition front, which had
been huddl ed in secret neetings the past two days, had finalised its seat
al l ocations for parlianentary constituencies inthe peninsula.

The formul a seens to favour one-year-old Parti Keadil an Nasi onal which
is getting 41 of the 144 seats the front will contest - one nore than the
nor e est abl i shed DAP. The renmai nder will go to Pas (58) and Parti Rakyat
Mal aysia (five). (Full report on Page 2)

The Prine M nister, who this norning nmet sone 10, 000 BN Youth and Wanita
grassroots | eaders, joined themin declaring a pledge to do their best for
the election. He led the crowd in the pledge titled Wati kah Perj uangan.

Speaki ng to newsnen [ ater, Dr Mahat hir said the Mal ays, especially those
who lived in the kampung, were vul nerabl e and coul d be easily mani pul at ed
as they had so nuch faith in those who call ed thensel ves ul ana.

"There was one so-call ed ul ama who said God used profanities... but
because these are uttered by the ulama, they (vill agers) believe.
"On the other hand, | have many tines said that in Islam slandering was

wor se than nurder and that this is contained in the Quran. But the
vill agers chose not to understand because it was said by ne, and not by an
ul ame, " he said.

On Thur sday, Pas deputy president Abdul Hadi Awang said the fornmation of
a full-fledged Islamc State woul d begin in the four States when the
maj ority of non-Mislinms understood the concept of an Islam ¢ Governnent.

Asked about nedi a specul ati on that several Menteris Besar woul d be
dropped and three very senior civil servants would be nom nated by the BN
Dr Mahathir said: "Each tine there is an el ection, there is plenty of
specul ati on. | cannot say anythi ng yet because that is nere specul ati on.
Let's wait for nom nation day."

Specul ation is rife that Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Abdul
HalimAli will contest a seat in Kedah and be appoi nted Menteri Besar.

O her s naned as possi bl e candi dates are | nmi grati on Depart nent director-
general Datuk Aseh Che Mat and National Sports Council director-general
Dat uk Wra Mazl an Ahrad.

Dr Mahathir said the candidates |ist was ready but it would be finalised
after he had heard the vi ews of heads of the Umo |iai son conmittees and
conmponent parties. The final Iist will be issued just before nom nation
day.

Asked by a foreign reporter on what he saw as the greatest challenge in
the election, asniling Dr Mahathir said: "Wnning the el ection."

Asked if the results could be affected if the El ecti on Conm ssi on had
verified the registration of about 650,000 new voters, he said it was
wrong to assunme that nost of themwould vote agai nst the BN.
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