16 NOV 1999
Mahat hir-Civil Servants
MAJORI TY OF Cl VI L SERVANTS DON' T SUPPORT OPPCSI TI ON, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said tonight the majority of civil servants do not support the
opposition parties and he is confident that they will continue to support
Bari san Nasi onal (BN)

He did not dispute that there are officers in the governnent and
adm ni strati on who sypathise with former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mbut said that their nunber had decreased.

Many of them believed that Anwar had been victimsed in the beginning
but nowit was clear that there was no victimsation, he said in a speci al
intervieww th TV3.

The transcript of the interview was rel eased to Bernana by the Prine
Mnister's Ofice.

Dr Mahathir was asked to what extent the civil servants opposed the
government followi ng the disnissal of Anwar fromthe cabi net and Umo.

He said there were civil servants who, during their student days, were
menbers of the Mal aysian Islanmi ¢ Youth Movenent (Abim or the Islamc
Revol utionary Council (IRC)) who were trained in the universities to oppose
t he governnent.

He said the effect of their opposition was small but the governnent
wanted its enpl oyees not to actively support the opposition as this would
affect their daily duties.

Dr Mahathir said: "Wile governnent officers can have a politica
stand, we want themto discharge their duties as required by the
governnent. Who they vote is their prerogative

"But if they spend their time in the office canpaigning, |ike some
teachers who purposely raise feelings of hatred agai nst the governnent, it
will destroy the administration.”

He said the opposition was prepared to disturb the school children and
even instigate kindergarten students to hate certain people and the
governnent including giving themthe photos of national |eaders to tranple
on.

Dr Mahat hir said school chil dren and undergraduates also fell victinms to
the instigations of the opposition parties who diverted themfromtheir
st udi es.

The prime mnister said that unlike the opposition parties, BN did not
disturb the students and BN should in fact correct the students starting
fromkindergarten so that they did not grow up hating certain people or
parties.

"It's the sane with I sl amwhich teaches (us) fromsnmall that the pigis
dirty so that when we grow up, we hold strongly to that, we cannot touch
we cannot | ook.

"I'f taught fromsmall, they will grow up with this ideology (hating the
| eaders and the governnment). This is the long-termplan of the opposition
parties and we nust counter it right fromthe ki ndergarten, school and
uni versity stage," he said.

On the hero-worship of certain | eaders in the opposition, Dr Mahathir
said there were sone peopl e who were obsessed with the | eaders and whose
m nds coul d not be changed.

For exanple, he said, these supporters accepted it when the | eader said
t hat God cursed

"We showthat it is stated in the Quran that God forbids us to sl ander



because sl ander is nore dangerous than killing. Unfortunately, these |oyal
supporters will say " but this does not come fromour teacher, although
it's in the Quran we don't believe, so much so that if our teacher says
that God curses, it nust be true.

"This is hardcore. But anmong themthere are those who are rational and
they we can correct,” he said.
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