02 FEB 1999

MAKE COW SSI ON'S TERMS OF REFERENCE PUBLI C, SAYS NGO

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- The terns of reference of the
i ndependent Conmm ssion of Inquiry to investigate the injuries sustained by
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody should be made public
i medi ately, the International Mvenent for a Just Wrld said today.

Its president, Prof Chandra Miuzaffar, said the terns of reference
shoul d ensure that the comm ssion was enpowered to identify the person or
persons responsible for the assault on Anwar and those who ai ded and
abetted the act.

"Here again, Ml aysians are puzzled why the terns of reference were not
made public, together with the announcenent about the establishment of the
conm ssion,"” he said in a statenent, here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today that the
government woul d nake public the findings of the conm ssion and that the
conm ssion itself would decide on its terns of reference

The four-nenber comm ssion, announced by the prinme mnister on Jan 27,

i s headed by former chief judge of Malaya Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abidin.

The ot her nmenbers are former Appeals Court judge Datuk Mahadev Shankar
fornmer Mal aysi an Medi cal Association (MVA) president and orthopaedic
surgeon Datuk Dr Yeoh Poh Hong and former Attorney-General Tan Sri Abu
Talib G hman

Chandra al so said that the comm ssion should conduct its proceedi ngs as
an open inquiry, accessible to the public.

He said the governnent nust al so recommend to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
that a couple of additional menbers be appointed to the conm ssion fromthe
political opposition and non-governnental organisations.
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