19/ 09/ 1999

Maki ng Sabah top tourist destination

KUNDASANG, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad t oday

| aunched two i nternati onal sporting events at the foot of Mount Kinabal u,
whi ch are expected to make Mal aysia, and Sabah in particular, a premer
touri st destination.

The events are the prestigi ous 15th Worl d Mount ai n Runni ng Tr ophy ( WRT)
and the Mal aysia I nvitation Hang-glidi ng Chanpi onshi p "Ki nabal u Chal | enge
‘99",

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here in a helicopter fromKota Kinabalu, said
t he two chanpi onshi ps were neani ngful in terns of pronoting tourism

Launchi ng the WVRT, hosted for the first tine by an Asian country, the
Prime Mnister said he would like to see an international invitational
nmount ai n runni ng chanpi onship be held at the foot of Munt Kinabal u,

Sout heast Asia's hi ghest peak, every year.

Mal aysi a, through t he Mal aysi an Amat eur At hl etic Union and t he Sabah
Touri smPronotion Corporation, made the bid to host the WWRT in 1997 and
won.

Wel conming the athletes and officials, Dr Mahathir hoped they would tell
the people intheir respective countries about the beauty of Ml aysia and
how t hey enjoyed their stay.

The chanpi onshi p was divided into the nmen's section covering a di stance
of 12.5km wonmen (7.8km, junior men (7.8km and juni or wonen (4. 1kn).

“I invite all of you to cone back and participate in our future nmountain
runni ng conpetitions," he said.

The WWURT, to be held tonorrow, attracted a record 361 participants from
33 countries. It is the biggest gathering of mountain runners since the
i nception of the chanpionship in 1985.

What started as an endurance and fitness test for Kinabal u park rangers
in 1985, has becone t he annual international Munt Ki nabal u d i nbat hon and
culminated with the hosting of the Wrld Muntai n Runni ng Trophy.

Al so present was Worl d Mountai n Runni ng Associ ati on (VWRA) presi dent
Danny Hughes, Chief M nister Datuk Seri Osu Sukamand St ate and Feder al
M ni sters.

Hughes presented the event's first gold medal to Dr Mahathir as a token
of appreciation for his attendance.

After launching the WWRT, Dr Mahathir proceeded to the nearby Munt
Ki nabalu Golf Club to officiate at the Mal aysia I nvitation Hang-gliding
chanpi onshi p Ki nabal u Chal | enge ' 99 whi ch he had noot ed.

The event was jointly organi sed by the Federal Youth and Sports
M ni stry, Aerospace | ndustries Sdn Bhd, Ml aysi a Touri smPronoti on Board
and the Sabah Governnent.

Acconpani ed by Gsu, Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin
and Aerospace I ndustries executive chairman Tan Sri Ahrmad Johan, Dr
Mahat hir wi t nessed some of the participants who took of f from Munt
Ki nabal u' s South Peak (3,647 netres) | anding at the golf course.

He hoped the foreign participants in the Kinabalu Chal |l enge woul d spread
t he word about how i deal Mount Ki nabal u was for hang-gliding.

"I hope all of youwll retain a wonderful menory about Sabah and will
make t he Ki nabal u Chal l enge an itemin your annual cal endar," he sai d.

The Prime M nister said the chanpi onshi p shoul d be held annual Iy as
Mount Ki nabal u was recogni sed by para-gliders fromall over the world as
an ideal place for para-gliding.



Dr Mahat hir hoped that efforts would be taken to train | ocal people who
were interested in the sport to ensure nmore | ocal participation.

He was al so confident para-gliding fromthe peak of Munt Kinabal u would
becone a maj or tourist attraction.

Mal aysi a was making a bid to host the 2003 Wrl d Hang-gli di ng
chanpi onshi p at Mount Ki nabalu and Dr Mahathir was optim stic it would be
successful .

"I hope the year 2003 will see the culmnation of our efforts to pronote
the sport,"” he said, adding that Mal aysi a was one of the fewtropical
countries which provided beautiful scenery for hang-gliders.

Oficials fromthe Wrld Hang-gliding governing body, the FAl Wrld
Hang-gliding Series, are here to assess the suitability of holding the
wor | d chanpi onshi p at Mount Ki nabal u.

On tourismin Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said the Government woul d take full
advantage of its many touri smassets, such as rivers and beautiful valleys
whi ch were not found in other countries, to lure foreign tourists.

"What is needed is for us to fully exploit the country's natural beauty
to attract tourists," he said.
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