30/ 12/ 1999

Mal acca, Pahang want Dr Mahathir to stay on as Umo presi dent

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Two State Ummo | eaders today said their States woul d
support Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i f he deci ded to defend his
position as party president.

Mal acca Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustamsaid the State Umo
woul d propose that the post of party president was not chal | enged.

Mohd Al'i, who is al so an Umo suprene council nmenber, said the country
and party needed the | eadership of Dr Mahathir.

"Dr Mahathir is the best | eader to steer the nation forward.

Furt hernore, he has proven his capabilities in overcom ng the economc
probl ens faced by the country,” he told reporters after chairing the State
Exco meeting i n Mal acca today.

Mohd Ali said the State Umo woul d ask its five divisions to support Dr
Mahat hi r. The di vi sions are Batu Berendam Kota Mel aka, Al or Gaj ah, Jasin
and Sel andar.

The State Umo woul d al so propose that the post of party deputy
presi dent was not chal |l enged.

I n Kuant an, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said Dr
Mahat hi r was capabl e of | eadi ng Umo and shoul d be al | owed conti nue doi ng
so.

"He is still active and can cone up with good and vi abl e i deas. This
criteriais enough to fill the requirenment (that he renmains as party
president)," he said.

Speaki ng during a break in the on-going State Assenbly, Adnan, who is
State Umo i nformation chief, said Pahang woul d fully support Dr Mahathir
i f he decided to defend the Umo presidency.

"The question of Dr Mahat hir bei ng chal l enged for the nunber one party
post does not arise."

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir said he woul d defend the Umo presidency if he
was renom nated for the post in next year's party el ection.
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