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MALAYSI A- CHI NA TI ES STAND THE TEST OF Tl ME

By: Ali Mamat
(On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the establishnent of diplomtic
rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Chi na)

BEI JI NG Aug 18 (Bernamm) -- Cel ebrations marking the 25th anni versary
of the establishnment of diplomatic relations between Ml aysia and t he
Peopl es Republic of China to be attended by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad here tonorrow ni ght need not necessarily reflect the
hi story of the actual relations between the two countries.

This is because all credible historic evidence shows the ties of
br ot her hood and goodwi | | between the | eaders and peopl es of the two
countries date back to thousands of years and canme to be officially
recorded only during the glorious era of the Malay Mel aka Sultanate in the
15th century.

The signing of the diplomatic relations agreenent here by Mal aysia's
late Prime Mnister Tun Abdul Razak and the then Prime M nister of China
Chou En-Lai on May 31, 1974 was a nere formality to renew the rel ationship
whi ch had sagged due to unexpected factors.

These included the coll apse of the Mal ay Government when Mel aka was
conquered by the Portuguese in 1511 and political upheavals in China itself
whi ch saw the col |l apse of the feudal systemearly this century. Foll owed by
Japan's colonialismin China and t he out break of the revol ution of 1949
which saw the rise of comunist rule in the country of nore than one
billion people.

According to history, the first official relations between the two
countries began with the visit of Admral Yin Ching to Melaka in 1403.

This rel ationship was cenented when China's Enperor recogni sed Mel aka
as a free, independent and sovereign nation in 1405.

Thi s enhanced the scope of relations to cover trade and the exchange of
visits between the | eaders and peopl es of both countries and eventual |y
| eading to even closer friendship follow ng the marri age of Sultan Mansor
Shah of Mel aka to the Enperor's daughter Princess Hang Li Po.

Event hough official relations between the two countries were severed
foll owi ng the Portuguese conquest of Ml aka, |inks between the two peoples
did not see any break.

Real i sing that the unofficial relations was not benefiting both
countries and not contributing to regional peace and stability, Tun Abdu
Razak gave the greenlight for relations to be restored to the formal |evel.

Thus the efforts began in 1971 when several social del egations from
Mal aysia were permtted to visit China.

One of the Mal aysian nationals involved in paving the way for the
setting up of official relations was forner Housing M nister Datuk M chael
Chen who is al so here as one of the guests of honour for the cel ebrations
begi nni ng t onorrow ni ght .

According to M chael, various programes were undertaken to restore
rel ations including what has cone to be known as "Pi ng- Pong D pl omacy. "

"I was asked to | ead a ping-pong teamfrom Mal aysia for a friendly
match with a teamfromChina in Beijing."

"The result of the conpetition is not inportant. What is nore
meani ngful to both countries is the effect of the conpetition which gave
rise to the nostalgic recollection of the thousands-of-years-old history of
relati ons between the two countries. This eventually led to forma
establi shnment of relations in 1974," M chael told Bernanma here.



Fol | owi ng t he signing of the agreenent, Ml aysia-China rel ations
prospered as can be seen fromthe volume of bilateral trade and peoples to
peopl es visits.

According to Mal aysi a's Anbassador to China, Datuk Abdul Mjid Ahnad
Khan, apart frominvestnment involving the entry of capital fromChina to
Mal aysi a and vi ce-versa, which was quite substantial now, the val ue of
bilateral trade had al so gone up.

For instance, since the ratification of the tarde agreenent between
Mal aysia and China in 1988, the value of Malaysia's trade with the

communi st nation had shot up fromRWM.4 billion to RML5 billion | ast year.
The val ue of Malaysia's exports to China | ast year was RW7. 8 billion
whereas the value of its inports was at RW.2 billion.

Abdul Majid said the value of exports and inports increased by 15.5 per
cent fromthat of 1997.

He said fromthe aspect of investnent, Ml aysians' capital investnent in
China up to Septenber 1998 was about US$1.38 billion. Figures for China's
i nvestnent in Ml aysia were not avail able here but it was nostly in the
tinmber, iron and steel industries.

In the area of peoples to peoples visits, the total nunber of Chinese
national s visiting Mal aysia had increased from 106,878 in 1994 to 263, 950
| ast year.

The nunber of WMl aysians visiting China had al so increased from 251, 758
in 1995 to 300,000 | ast year.

According to Abdul Mjid, several agreenents had al so been signed to
further strengthen cooperation between Ml aysi a and China.

These included the Agreenent to Avoi d Doubl e Taxation (1985), Sea
Transport Agreenent (1987), Investnment Guarantee Agreenent (1988), Air
Servi ces Agreenent (1988), Menorandum of Understandi ng on I nfornmation
(1992) and Sci ence and Technol ogy Cooperation Agreenent (1992).

The cel ebrations to mark the 25th anniversary of diplomatic relations
tonmorrow ni ght here are being organi sed in conjunction with the three-day
working visit of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mdhamad, begi nning
t oday.

Dr Mahat hir woul d, of course, rmake this visit, a nmenorable one for the
peopl es of both countries.

Hence the Prine Mnister is bringing with hima nunber of Mnisters and
scores of industrialists who would expl ore ways of further expanding
econom ¢, social and cultural relations between the two countries.

Tun Razak led the way to diplomatic relations and now Dr Mahathir is
nurturing themfor the cormon good of the peoples of both countries.
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