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MALAY SOCI ETY MJUST CULTI VATE R&D CULTURE- DR MAHATHI R

BANG , Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said today
the Malay community is capable of inventing sophisticated technol ogy and
products if they fully nurture the research and devel opment (R&D) cul ture.

It is not that the Malay community is less clever but it did not have
the R&D culture, according to the Prine M nister

He sai d event hough the R&D culture had been sown a bit anong eastern
peopl e including the Mal ays and ot her Bum puteras but it had not becone a
part of their culture at present.

"Hence the main point for R&D success is to have the appropriate
culture for R&D," he said when opening the Smart Technol ogy Centre
(Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a) Technol ogy Devel opnent Corporation here.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays had abundant knowl edge whi ch coul d be
devel oped if they had the full R&D cul ture.

"What is happening at present is that the Ml ays who have the know edge
are not only not developing it but hiding it."

"Li ke the Mal ay dukuns who have effective nmedicines but they hide this
from public know edge. ™"

Dr Mahathir said probably they taught their children but did not inpart
all their know edge for fear of the student knowi ng nore than the teacher

Oten no one was inmparted with this know edge and it would be | ost when
t he person who had it died, he said.

"Society will not gain any | esson or have any |asting benefit."

"Hence there will not be any continuous research and devel opment on the
know edge the person possessed or invented."

Dr Mahathir said society would not progress in the absence of a culture
of making records and systematic witing and docunenti ng.

There woul d be no expansi on of know edge and not only that it would
beconme extinct and | ost fromsociety, Dr Mhathir said.

The Prime Mnister said a wide range of products did not bring any
return to their inventors because they jealously guarded their invention
secrecy.

He said the Malay conmmunity need not hide its knowl edge or inventions
as there were | aws which could protect their inventions.

"W al so have to acknow edge that others to may have simlar ideas."

Dr Mahathir said that the inportant thing was that the invention should
not be at a static |level but should be further inproved and devel oped
wi thout any limt.

"If it is good, it can be nmade better. Even though others may copy, we
wi |l always be one step ahead by further devel oping on the invention," he
sai d.

He said the people particularly the Malay conmunity shoul d under st and
the inmportance of nurturing and practising the R& culture.

"Wthout this culture, probably we will not succeed in devel opnment."

Dr Mahathir said Islamc researchers should give attention to things
that were suitable for Muslins as the R&D was a wide field which had big
potential s.

"So far nearly all the equi pnent and systens we use are the result of
R&D by Europeans living in tenperate climtes.”

"Their inventions are suitable for use in tenperate zones."

Sonme of the products mght not be suitable for people in Ml aysia which
had a tropical climte, he said.



Hence | ocal inventors could come up with itens suited to tropical and
hum d regions or adapt goods invented el sewhere for |ocal use.

For instance cars nade for tenperate zones if kept in tropical and
hum d countries such as Malaysia could result in the cars' interior
becom ng very hot.

"Can we not use paint, glass or other materials or design that can be
i npervi ous to heat?"
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