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By: Lesl ean Arshad

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- Kanpung Buku Mal aysia, Ml aysia's
book village, in Lubuk Sem | ang, Langkawi is gaining popularity as an
attractive tourist destination with an estimate of nore 150, 000 peopl e
having visited it, of which 25 percent were foreigners.

That nunber, however, is insignificant conpared to the estimate of nore
than 10 million book | overs who travel every year to visit book villages
wor | dwi de.

In view of its good prospects, there are plans for Kanpung Buku
Mal aysi a, which currently conprises six houses of different Ml ay
architecture, to expand by 10-fold, said its director Hashim | snai l

So far, only 12 hectares had been used for Kanpung Buku and there are
about 300-ha which are yet to be devel oped. Hashi mdi scl osed that the
eventual target is to have 60 houses under its stable.

Kampung Buku, which was opened on Dec 3, 1997 by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, is situated in the m ddl e of Langkawi am dst
verdant surroundi ngs at the foot of Gunung Raya. A clean, rock-strewn
streamruns through the book village to provide book |overs a tranqui
envi ronnent .

The Mal aysia Book Village is included as part of the International Book
Vil l ages and Book Towns Movenent.

O her book villages and book towns include Hay-on-We in Wal es, Redu
Village du Livre in Bel gium Bredevoort Boekenstad in The Netherl ands and
Fjaerland in Norway, to name a few.

Hashimsaid with nore houses to be built in stages, a greater selection
of books are likely to be stocked and offered in the future for book
| overs.

"We need to attract book lovers here,"” he said, adding that book |overs
shoul d not m ss Kanmpung Buku during a visit to Langkawi as it offers a w de
sel ecti on of books.

"The nore we read, the nore know edge we gain and that is useful for
us, " Hashi msai d, enphasising the inportance of having such a book village
i n Mal aysi a.

The si x houses, he explained, were filled with | ocal books as well as
those from abroad covering a wi de range of subjects and | anguages - Bahasa
Mel ayu, European | anguages and East Asi an | anguages.

The "Pok Rafeah"” house is dedicated to Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n' s not her who
had contributed to the project. This house offers books on travel and
sports as well as novels in English and the European | anguages. There is
al so an internet and mul ti nedia centre.

The "Noel Anselot" house is naned after the founder of Redu Village du
Livre. This house sells a selection of local and international magazi nes as
wel | as children and religi ous books.

The "Ri chard Boot h" house is naned in honour of "King" Richard Boot h,
the founder of the first book village in Hay-on-We in Wales. It sells old
and anti quari an books in English and offers the one-vill age-one- product
schene from Japan, Taiwan, China, the Philippines, South Korea and
Mal aysi a.

The "Henk Ruessink" house is named after the founder of the Bredevoort
Boekenstad in the Netherlands. It houses the Popul ar Book Co which
speci al i ses in East Asian books.

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka occupi es one of the houses and sells books on



Mal aysia and in the Mal ay | anguage while Darul fikir occupies the remaining
unit. It specialises in second-hand and anti quari an books in Arabic
covering Arabic literature, Islamand the Al -Quran.

The book village, which adopts a "buy and sell" approach, offers a good
range of second-hand, rare and anti quari an books and sone are tagged at
reasonabl e prices, said Hashim

Hashi m however, did not rule out the fact that book sal es were
af fected by the econom ¢ downt urn.

"When the economic crisis started to hit us... people shied away.
Suddenly, it becane very quiet," he said, adding that each house sonetinmes
had difficulty nmaki ng sales of even RV20O a day.

However, things had i nproved of |ate, he enthused, adding that sales
had pi cked up and each house was soneti mes able to achi eve about RVbOO in
dai |l y book sal es.

Kanmpung Buku is one of the many brainchildren of Kedah Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Sanusi Juni d.

Sanusi, who is often vocal in pronoting the readi ng habit, was quoted
as saying "if possible, every Mal aysi an should read a book, anywhere... and
use their free time to read".

He feel s Kanpung Buku is an excellent tourist attraction. "W want book
| overs, near and far, to realise that there is a book village in Langkaw ,"
sai d Sanusi .

"When they cone here, they will see a totally different book village.
Its natural and uni que anbi ence i s enhanced by the [ ush and beauti f ul
surroundi ngs, " Sanusi added. -- BERNANVA
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